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32:1 BLAST OFF. 


Very soon there’ll be even more 
satellite TV stations broadcasting to 
everyone in Europe. That will push the 

ae: prmand for receiving equipment 


Micro- X, we’ll be ready. With the 
best brands, the best deals and the 
best distribution service, we are totally 
committed to providing our dealers 
with the products and service they and 
their customers demand. 

Satellite TV is an international 
business. So besides our offices in 
London and Leeds, we’re open in 
Spain and France to meet the heavy 
demand from Europe. 

With the powerful resource of the 
Parkfield Group behind us, there’s a 
brilliant future ahead. Make sure 
you’re part of it—join the 2000 dealers 
who are expanding with us. 
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MTV in last 
dash for Astra 


POP MUSIC station MTV is moving 
to Astra. Following months of hesi- 
tation, the channel has finally 
leased a transponder on the new 
satellite. 

This will beam its popular mix of 
pop-rock and youth-orientated 
programmes direct to home dishes 
from February. 

Currently using the low-power 
Intelsat ‘bird’, MTV is already 
viewed in six million homes 
throughout Europe. 

Its move to the new satellite will 
make it potentially available to 
many millions more, and com- 
pletes Astra’s initial line-up of Eng- 
lish language programming. 

In addition to MTV, the service 
will be dominated by the output of 
Sky Television. 

Rupert Murdoch’s company will 
operate a total of six channels: the 
general entertainment Sky Chan- 
nel, Sky Movies, Sky News and 
Eurosport will go on air immedi- 
ately, with Disney Channel and 
Sky Arts to follow later this year. 

WH Smith TV has two channels, 
Screensport and Lifestyle. 

The latter will share its airtime 
with a children’s service, Kindernet, 
which presently only broadcasts in 
Dutch, but is planned eventually to 
be multi-lingual. 

Three other channels will be 
foreign language subscription ser- 
vices, not available to British 
viewers. 

Two are operated by Scandina- 
via’s ScanSat, one by the Dutch 
FilmNet. 

The remaining four transpon- 
ders remain vacant for the time 
being, but are likely to go to 
continental operators. 

MTV Europe, controlled by me- 
dia mogul Robert Maxwell, fina- 
lised the deal just weeks before 
Astra came on air, booking the last 
of 11 transponders being market- 
ed in the UK by British Telecom 
International. 

The move casts a cloud over 
other British-based satellite stations 
which remain on the low-power 
Intelsat and Eutelsat ‘birds’. 

These can’t be viewed via the 
new 60cm rooftop Astra dishes, 
and the services may also be 
squeezed off subscribing cable 
networks by the new channels. 

Unless they are willing and able 
to take up some of the remaining 
‘continental’ capacity on Astra, 
these broadcasters may find them- 
selves left out of the TV revolution. 

Ironically, two of the hardest-hit 


stations are also in the Maxwell 
stable. 

The Children’s Channel remains 
popular, but may soon have to 
compete with both Kindernet and 
The Disney Channel. for young 
audiences. 

It is understood to be consider- 
ing a place on Astra 1B, which in 
1991 will increase to 32 the num- 
ber of channels available. 

Meanwhile, Maxwell has put his 
controlling interest in Premiere up 
for sale, along with his video- 
distributed cable service, Home 
Video Channel. 

Although the channels have 
enough movies in stock to carry 
on, with constant recycling, for up 
to a year, they have stopped 
buying in new material. 

Interested bidders are under- 
stood to include both Sky and 
British Satellite Broadcasting, 
which for the last three months 
have been locked in a battle to 
acquire movie rights. 

Each would plunder Premiere’s 
library for its own projected film 
channel. 

United Cable is also believed to 
be interested. 

The other major player not to 
have come to Astra is Super Chan- 


“nel, which has also been going 


through a turbulent period. 
Originally a ‘best of British’ 
showcase, it has recently been 
acquired by Italian company Vid- 
eo Music and a revamp of its 
schedule is in the pipeline. 


Rental bonanza boom 
for satellite TV 


AS ASTRA goes on air, TV rental 
companies hope to cash in on 
public confusion about satellite TV. 

With many questions about the 
first generation of Astra equipment 
still to be answered, they expect a 
rental bonanza from customers 
who want the freedom to update 
when the time comes. 

At least three of the main high 
street rental chains have already 
entered the market. 

DER and Radio Rentals will be 
offering part-rental packages, with 
customers paying about £80 to 
buy the Astra dish (which will not 
need upgrading), then renting the 
actual tuner. 

That will cost about £12.99 
monthly, falling to £9.99 for cus- 
tomers who already rent a TV set. 


Radio Rentals is offering ITT and » 
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<4 Grundig systems, with installation 


costing around £79. 

As we went to press, DER hadn't 
firmly committed itself to any re- 
ceiver, although it too looked likely 
to plump for the Grundig. 

Neither was it getting customers 
to sign rental agreements in ad- 
vance of programmes coming on 
air, though it claims to have ‘thou- 
sands’ of names on its no-commit- 
ment priority waiting lists. 

Meanwhile, competitor Focus- 
Multibroadcast is forging ahead 
with its satellite plans. 

Offering a full — tuner plus dish 
— rental deal, it already has 
‘10,000. firm orders’ following 
mailshots to existing customers. 

The package will cost £19.99 
per month, again based around 
the Grundig receiver. 

Other deals are on the cards, 
following talks with Tatung, ITT and 
Alba. 

By the end of 19839, it hopes to 
have rented out up to 45,000 
systems through its 400 stores — 
which it reckons will represent 70 
per cent of the rental market. 

Multibroadcast offers potential 
clients a free site survey to check 
their home’s suitability for satellite 
reception, and has reached 
agreement with a specialist com- 
pany to offer installation for 
£69.99. 

The rental companies believe 
that the public is still worried about 
the uncertain future of satellite TV. 

Repeating their successful strate- 
gy from the early days of video, all 
stress two main factors in persuad- 
ing customers to rent rather than 
buy. 

That buying could prove a costly 
mistake at the present pace of 
technological change, and the lev- 
el of continuing service they 
provide. 

They hope to offer a ‘one-stop 
shop’ for customers, providing ad- 
vice and upgrades as new satel- 
lites and transmission standards 
come into use, single payment 
packages for subscription chan- 
nels, and help with technical diffi- 
culties, such as those arising from 
the weather. 

’ As Graham Houghton-Brown, 
MD of Focus-Multibroadcast par- 
ent company Thorn-EMIl, put it; ‘In 
these days of uncertainty we feel 
that the general public will want an 
on-going service Situation from 
people involved in satellite. 

. ‘We are going for more sophis- 
ticated equipment, offering very 


competitive rental prices,’ he 
continued. 

‘People are being hyped up by 
low price points such as £199 but 
this is unlikely to yield satisfied 
customers in the long term. 

‘Rental is the best option for our 
customers in this extremely volatile 


market.’ 


Sky's Asta 
programmes disappoint 


AFTER MONTHS of unprecedent- 
ed secrecy, the programme sched- 
ules for the Astra re-launch of the 
Sky channel, has been released. 

But despite the hyperbole, the 
Sky listings contain very little that is 
either new or noteworthy. 

‘Given all the positive noises that 
Sky has been making, its Astra 
schedule is a real let down,’ says 
TV critic and What Satellite con- 
tributor Robert Howard. 

‘Most of its programmes seem 
very old and very bland. There’s a 
wealth of quality American drama 
and comedy available that’s been 
passed over by ITV and the BBC — 
but now it seems to have been 
passed over by Sky as well. 

‘Re-runs of Bring ‘Em Back Alive, 
Police Story and Joanie Loves 
Chachi are not going to excite 
anyone — and why schedule the 
awtul Love Boat at peak-time on a 
Saturday night? 

‘it’s all very disappointing.’ 


UK launch for 
Swedish decoder 


A NEW multi-channel decoder 
box for scrambled channels has 
been launched by Telstar. 

The Swedish-built Star Movie 
Box is a single unit which will 
decode up to 16 channels, using 
plug-in cards. 

Among the existing signals 
which the device can unscramble 
are those from Premiere, FilmNet 
and BBC Europe, and it features 
adjustable gain to suit different 
satellite receivers. 

According to the distributors, it is 
also fully upgradeable to future 
signals, including MAC standard 
transmissions. 

Operating from an external 12v 
power source, which may be 
shared with an LNB, the Star Mov- 
ie Box costs £135. 

This includes one decoder chan- 
nel; additional channels cost £99 
each — and all prices exclude 


The Star Movie decoder box from. Telstar. 
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VAT, postage and packing. 

The subscription fees for stations 
like Premiere are also not included 
— these must be paid directly to 
the broadcaster. 

The unit is available from deal- 
ers, or from: Telstar, Unit 9, 
Longspring, St. Albans, Herts AL3 
6EN (Tel: 0727-41 483). 


Sky TV and Disney 
Opt for Palerypt 


SKY TV and Disney have an- 
nounced details of the encryption 
system they will be introducing 
later this year to scramble their two 
Astra subscription services, Sky 
Movies and The Disney Channel. 

For the consumer, the so-called 
Palcrypt system will involve plug- 
ging a decoder into existing Astra 
receivers. 

An insertable credit card sized 
‘smart card’ containing authorisa- 
tion keys will then be supplied on 
payment of the £12 subscription 
fee for the two channels. 

Sky is hailing Palcrypt, devel- 
oped jointly by French company 
Thomson and News Data Security 
Products Ltd, as the most pirate- 


- 


Walt and Donald ponder a scambled 
future. 


proof system ever devised for pay- 
TV. 

It combines codes incorporated 
in all three elements — the decod- 
er chip, the ‘smart card’ and keys 
transmitted via the satellite. 

They also say it will work equally 
well with MAC transmissions as 
with the PAL system which Sky 
intends to use — since it employs 
the same ‘line cut and secure’ 
method as the proposed MAC 
encoding systems — and that it 
guarantees no degradation of the 
descrambled TV picture. 

Stay tuned for a full report next 
month. 


Deep sea 
Satellite links 


EARLY IN May an unmanned mo- 
bile TV camera robot named Ja- 
son will descend to the floor of the 
Mediterranean Ocean to examine 
the wreckage of a 2nd-century 
Roman ship. 

Thousands of miles away, sci- 
ence students in nine cities in the 
US and Canada will not only be 
able to watch, but also to talk to 
scientists and _ fellow-students 
aboard the ship which commands 
the robot. 

Pictures from the underwater 
camera, along with the questions 
of the students, are to be relayed 
live via satellite as part of the Jason 
Project. 

The project is a $6 million un- 
dertaking expected to last for five 
years. 
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Participants include the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic _ Institution, 
the National Geographic Society, 
Turner Broadcasting Systen (CNN) 
and Electronic Data Systems. 

EDS is financing both the expe- 
dition and the teleconferences. 

Students from the age of nine to 
17 will gather at museums in nine 
North American cities to partici- 
pate in the programme. 

The cost of this project is enor- 
mous,’ said a spokesman. 

‘National Geographic — will 
probably make a documentary 
about it and Turner Broadcasting 
will undoubtedly include live seg- 
ments in CNN’s regular schedule.’ 

Staying underwater, electronic 
giant STC has proposed a trans- 
Atlantic optical fibre cable service 
for the early 1990s. 

The cable would link the US with 
Europe, carry a network of sound 
and vision links and be more cost- 
effective than conventional satel- 
lite communications. 


Battle for the 
box office 


THE BITTER battle continues 
between rival satellite operators 
Sky TV and BSB for feature film 
screening rights on their prestige 
pay-movie channels. 

BSB recently bought the rights to 
about 1,000 films from two major 
Hollywood studios, Paramount 
and MCA/Universal. 

Included in the £200 million 
deal are blockbusters like the re- 
cent hits Fatal Attraction and Top 
Gun, plus Cry Freedom, Crocodile 
Dundee II, and Oscar winners The 
Untouchables, Out Of Africa and 
Children Of A Lesser God. , 

Also included are 500 older 
library pictures, and about 200 
made-for-TV productions. 

It will have the exclusive right to 
show them on its Movie Channel, 
due on air in the autumn. 

The channel will cost subscribers 
around £12-£15 per month. 

Another recent acquisition com- 
prises 10 features from Nelson 
Entertainment, including several 
which have yet to be released 
theatrically in this country. 

With the latest deals, BSB has 
now secured the rights to around 
1,800 features. 

Agreements already exist with 
Columbia, Warner, Cannon, 
MGM and a number of smaller 
producers — including British com- 
panies HandMade and Enigma. 

Total’ BSB investment is now 
around £800 million, although 
some of this outlay should be re- 
couped by reselling terrestrial 
screening rights to the BBC and ITV 
after the satellite showing. 

Sky has also finalised deals with 
a number of film-makers, though 
the library for its Astra channel, 
Sky Movies, is still smaller than 
BSB’s. 

Among the major movies they 
will be showing are Platoon, Ro- 
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bocop and Halloween IV, plus 
many successful TV films. 

The channel has snapped up all 
Warner Brothers’ output for the 
next five years, and much of its 
library material — apart from that 
already bought by BSB. 

Many Lorimar titles will be in- 
cluded in the Sky schedule, and 
contracts have also been signed 
with Orion Pictures, for 167 films; 
with New World International, for 
over 80; and with Braveworld, for 
16. 

Many of the pictures are still in 
production. 

To these can be added produc- 
tions from 20th Century Fox — 
owned, like Sky TV, by Rupert 
Murdoch — and from the Touch- 
stone and Buena Vista subsidiaries 
of Disney, Sky's partner in the Sky 
Movies channel. 


The American experience 


ACCORDING TO the American 
Home Satellite Association, a con- 
sumer group, the backyard US 
dish business is alive and well. The 
Association reports that on Janu- 
ary 1, 1988, some 1.8 million 
systems were in the ground in the 


During the first nine months of 
1988, some 210,000 more sys- 
tems, with a retail value of $735 
million, were installed — most of 
them between July and October 
— and the Association expects the 
system growth rate for the year to 
exceed .15 per cent. The growth 
rate in 1987 was put at 11 per 
cent. 

Altogether, dish owners had ac- 
cess to 169 video channels and 
92 programmes of audio on 22 
North American satellites (one 
Mexican, three Canadian and 18 
US). 

Of the 169 video channels, 68 
were scrambled and available by 
subscription. while 101 were un- 
scrambled. Of those Association 
members — about 40 per cent — 
who subscribed to scrambled pro- 
gramming, the average monthly 
expenditure was $27 for a pack- 
age which included two premium 
movie channels, a package of 
three or four superstations, three 
network stations and 11-14 so- 
called ‘basic cable’ channels. 

Although some 1.1 million de- 
scramblers have been shipped to 
dealers, at the end of July only 
556,000 had been authorised to 
receive at least one scrambled 
service. 

AHSA president Hans Giner 
said that the average price of a 

‘system installed this year is $3,500, 

an increase over the 1987 aver- 
age for which the Association 
does not have a figure. Giner 
attributed the increase to ad- 
vances in technology and ease-of- 
use. 

Interestly, most consumers are 
now leaving the job of installation 
to professionals instead of trying to 
do it themselves, 


Nail-biting launch 
for Astra bird 

AFTER 24 hours of nail-biting de- 
lays, the 27th rocket launched by 
Arianespace lifted the Astra TV 
satellite into space on a humid 
tropical night last December. 

The launch had been vitally im- 
portant for both the burgeoning 
satellite dish market and Ariane- 
space as it was the first commercial 
flight of the Ariane 4, the largest 
ever rocket made in Europe. 

Thankfully, Ariane eventually 
proved itself with a perfect take 
off, but the delays revealed a 
serious flaw in the communications 
link on which the project relies. 

The earth station on Ascension 
Island which tracked the rocket by 
radar after it had taken off from 
Kourou, French Guiana, lost con- 
tact with the control centre for half 
an hour in the countdown to the 
launch. 

‘It later emerged that the link 
from Ascension to Kourou goes 
via the Kennedy Space Centre in 
the US and surprisingly relies on a 
normal public telephone line 
across North America. 


Vik 


Although there is supposed to 
be full fail-safe redundancy, with 
each circuit in the link doubled by 
another, both circuits failed at the 
same time. 

Arianespace admits that there 
have been ‘around 10’ similar link 
failures in the past, but it has still not 
been thought necessary to install 
an independent satellite communi- 
cations link between Kourou and 
Ascension. . 

If the countdown to the Astra 
launch had not been halted be- 
cause of the faulty telemetry unit, 
Ariane would have taken off be- 
fore the Ascension link was lost, 
and risked flying without tracking 
for up to five minutes. 

Although the rocket is controlled 
by an -onboard computer and 
does not depend for guidance on 
data from the tracking stations, 
there would have been no record 
of the flight trajectory to check 
after the launch. 

Arianespace, the world’s first 
commercial space transport com- 
pany with a 50% share of the 
commercial and scientific: satellite 
launch market, has already or- 
dered 71 Ariane 4 rockets. 

The rockets rely on a modular 
design with various configurations 
of extra liquid and solid fuel boost- 
ers strapped to a first stage to give 
added thrust for larger loads. 

Flight 27 used two liquid and 
two solid fuel boosters. 

This, and Ariane’s new two-part 
nosé*cone, called Spelda, enables 
the roéket to carry and launch two 
different satellites into two different 
orbital positions. 

On this flight the UK Ministry of 
Defence's communications satellite 
Skynet accompanied Luxem- 
bourg’s commercial TV satellite 
Astra. 


Skynet, the first of three satellites 
built for the Ministry of Defence by 
British Aerospace and - Marconi, 
will let military vehicles, foot sol- 
diers and aircraft talk to each 
other without fear of jamming. 

- Astra began broadcasting up to 
16 channels of entertainment into 
European homes on February 5. ° 
@ See also Barry Fox's launch dia- 
ry, this issue. - 


What Satellite 

at Olympia 

The UK’s premier satellite equip- 
ment show, Cable and Satellite 
'89, will be held at Olympia in 
London on March 16-19. 

Is a unique opportunity to 
evaluate first hand the very latest 
in equipment and talk to the pro- 
grammers first hand. 

~ Naturally, What Satellite will be 
there. If you're passing by our 
stand, drop in and say hello to the 
team. r 
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S0CM MULTI SATELLITE 
Television Systems 


% 24 hour Pop Music 
% 24 hour Films 

% 24 hour News 

% ASTRA compatible 
% No planning problems 


Sports 
from all 
over the 

world 


17 Channels in all 


Available now from 
£7.21 a week 


(Subject to status) 


Telephone the Domestic Sales 
Dept now on 061-480 4546 or 
2470 or 2497 or 1843 


SATVISION 
Satellite House, 
278 Wellington Road, 
South Stockport, 
Cheshire. 


East Anglia Distributors. 
for HIRSCHMANN Quality 
Satellite TV Products. 
Also Stockists for 
DRAKE, UNIDEN, TRIAX 
High Quality Mono and Multisat 
Satellite Equipment. 

Retail & Trade Eng. Welcome 


COLLINS & SMITH 
(UNICOLOUR) LTD 


55, 60, 85 & 90cm Dishes available 
Mail Order Samples available 


Unit 18, Harvest Drive 
South Lowestoft Industrial Estate 
Lowestoft Suffolk NR33 7NJ 
Tel. or Fax. for details 


(0502) 561528 


MERSEYSIDE SATELLITE CONSULTANTS LTD 


CONNEXIONS NORTHERN DISTRIBUTORS 
WIDE RANGE OF RECEIVERS 
AND DECODERS AVAILABLE 
LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS ALL DAY 
CALL IN AND SEE WHAT YOU ARE BUYING 
SYSTEMS SUPPLIED, INSTALLED, REPAIRED 
ALL OF OUR INSTALLATIONS FULLY GUARANTEED 
AND FITTED BY PROFESSIONALS _ 


FOR ag Ho Lait get CALL CAI 
051-480 3606 - 24 hr answerphone 
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WIRELESS VIDEO 
IT’S LIKE HAVING 
A VIDEO IN 
EVERY ROOM 


DON’T DELAY 
SEND TODAY 


THE RF280 VIDEO SENDER, QUOTED TO BE THE BEST ON THE 
MARKET, COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN TRANSFORMER. IT CAN BE 


CONNECTED TO YOUR VIDEO IN SECONDS AND AWAY YOU GO. 
WATCH YOUR VIDEO ON ANY NUMBER OF TV’s IN YOUR HOME 
WITHOUT THE NEED FOR CABLES TRANSMITS A SIGNAL FROM A 
VIDEO RECORDER OR SATELLITE RECEIVER UP TO 200ft AWAY. CAN 
ALSO BE USED FOR COPYING ANY TAPES FROM ONE RECORDER TO 


ANOTHER WITHOUT CONNECTING LEADS. 


IMMEDIATE DISPATCH FROM STOCK 
Make Cheques or P.O. payable to 
MAIL ORDER SUPPLIES 
71 ELMERS GREEN, SKELMERSDALE, 
LANCS. WN8 6SG. TEL: 0695 21674 


* Specialist Satellite TV Installations of 
most makes of equipment, throughout 
the Home Counties, for Domestic, Trade 
and Industry. 


* Television & Satellite Distribution 
Systems, single outlets — whole towns 


* 


Planning & Consultancy Service for 
Domestic, Trade and Industry. 


* 60cm Astra Systems — 9 metre Dishes, SEE LIVE : 
C Band & Ku Band. SATELLITE TELEVISION APPROVED INSTALLERS for 
at our Thorn/EMI, & Ferguson. 


NEW SHOWROOM 
Open Tuesdays-Saturdays 
A.C.S. (Satellite Division) 
26A, Caledonian Road 
CHICHESTER 
West Sussex 


European showroom: Teutschmann SA, 303 Rue de St-Cergue, 1260 Nyon, Switzerland 


CHICHESTER (0243) 533319 


* Established since 1953 in 
Domestic Aerial and TV 
Distribution Trade, six yeas in 
Satellite. 


* Easy parking behind Market, 
two minutes from City Centre, 
near to A27 by-pass. 
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SIRAPLYT 


THE BEST 


p << 


DISHES 


RECEIVERS 


INSTALLATION EQUIPMENT 


COMPLETE SYSTEMS 


- BEST SYSTEMS - BEST PRICES - BEST DELIVERIES - 
LONGREACH SATELLITE TV DISTRIBUTORS 


CALLUS ON 
- TRADE HOTLINE - 


0225 444894 


FAX O225 42448676 - TELEX 449212 LANTEL G 


TRADE SHOWROOM - RIVERSIDE BUSINESS PARK 
LOW ER BRISTOL ROAD - BATH - AVON - BAZ 3DW 
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SATELLITE TV RECEIVER 
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HIR SATELLITE DISHES 


The HR range of satellite receiving 
dishes represents the forefront of 
modern technology. The range has 
been developed using exceptional 
engineering techniques and the 
highest quality control standards to 
give the ultimate performance. 


PROTEL LIMITED 


295 Ballards Lane. London N12 8NP 
Telephone: 01-445 4441 


Local Distribution 
Telecom Satellite Systems Ltd 

60 Fairfield St. London SW18 
Supreme Aerials 

296 Durants Rd, Enfield, Middx 
Padstar Ltd 

705a High Road, Leyton, London E10 
Hi-Tech Electronics 


Albany Park Industrial Estate 
Frimley Road, Camberley 


Astra 1 will remain in orbit and 
operational for around 12 years. In 
a couple of years, a second Astra 
satellite will be launched and 
parked in the same orbital 
position — effectively doubling the 
number of available. channels 
receivable to 32. A third satellite, 
to replace the first, will be readied 
in due course. 

As the Astra satellite uses. the 
same frequency band as already- 
established, low-power TV 
transmitting satellites, a wide 
variety of older (often more 
obscure) equipment can be used to 
pick up its signals. 

These receivers range from 
simple Astra-style indoor units, to 
more advanced (and expensive) 
combi devices which have built-in 
positioners to remotely move a 
dish fitted with a motor drive (or 
actuator) to look at a variety. of 
transmitting satellites. 

However, because these other 
satellites. only broadcast at low 
power (they were never originally 
designed to transmit TV 
programmes), larger dish aerials 
are. required. In the UK, the 
smallest size dish you can expect 
to get away with to watch these 
other ‘birds’ is 90cm or 1.2m. 

Of course, a dish of that size 
will also pull in an excellent picture 
from the stronger Astra satellite. 

Obviously, a motorised system 
like this will cost more than a 
fixed-dish Astra kit. Typical prices 
are in excess of £600. 

Paul Andrews and Rob Ashard 
have compiled this exhaustive 
round-up of exciting satellite 
equipment now available, 
commencing with an exclusive 
preview of Alba's first foray into 
the satellite market, moving on to 
other dedicated Astra systems, 
and then winding up with a 
summary of the more esoteric and 
established receivers. 
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Astra is up and running and 
the promise of budget 
reception systems has finally 
been realised... Paul 
Andrews takes an exclusive 
first look at Alba’s £250 
receiver 


IT IS always easier to promise than 
to deliver, and in the months before 
the great Astra switch-on the 
promises came thick dnd fast from the 
receiver manufacturers. 

Cheap satellite TV for all was the 
cry: what do | hear for a complete 
system? £300? £2002 £1502 

But amidst all the hype, one thing 
has so far been conspicuous by its 
absence: the hardware. 

Over the last six months we've seen 
more non-working models, artist's 
impressions and spec sheets than we 
care to count. 

But not one live, up and running, 
dedicated Astra receiver — until 
now. 

The first to break cover was Alba, 
which with barely six weeks before 
the TV revolution hit Britain was 
finally prepared to take the wraps off 
its budget system — exclusively for 
What Satellite. 

By the start of regular Astra 
programming in February, the 
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Alba has produced the 
first dedicated Astra 
system. 


company hope to have two models 
on the market — one a manual 
receiver, the SAT 200, and the 
remote control SAT 300. 

It is cagey about prices, saying. 
only that they should retail for ‘£200- 
£300’, but expect to pay around 
£249 for the former, £299 for the 
latter, including dish, but not 
installation. 

Just looking at the receivers belies 
their position at the budget end of the 
market. 

The devices don't look much like 
anything you'd normally hook up to 
a TV set: simply black plastic boxes, a 
lot smaller than a video, with basic 
controls arranged on the angled front 
panel. 

The manual model is dominated by 
two large knobs on the left of the 
fascia, marked Audio Tune and Fine 
Tune — which provide a fairly 
accurate description of their function. 

The former tracks between the 
various sound options available on 
each TV channel (different languages 
or radio stations); the latter homes in 
on drifting stations. 

The only problem is that these 
adjust the whole system, not just the 
station being watched, making further 
retuning likely after changing 
channels. 
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The styling makes the device look 
strangely like the super-trendy, state- 
of-the-art, German-designed 
electronic gear of the mid ‘70s. Or, 
put another way, very old fashioned. 

To the left of these dials is found 
the on-off switch, in blue plastic. To 
their right, eight buttons cover channel 
selection. 

Each handles two channels,.one in 
horizontal polarisation, the other 
vertical. A polarisation selector on the 
far right of the panel chooses A 
between these, with a helpful LED 
showing which is currently being 


used. 

The front display is completed by 
another LED, the numerical channel 
indicator. 

Behind this arrangement lie some 
more operational quirks..As with the 
selector buttons, channels are 
grouped jin horizontal-vertical pairs, 
which are inseparable... 

The same two channels must 
always be together on any button, 
the horizontal always carrying an 
even number and the vertical an odd 
one. 

However, it is possible to decide 
which pair to put on which button 
(tuning-in itself is done through pots in 
the gadget’s base, supposedly by the 
installer). 

Whether or not this set-up is a 
problem really depends on how 
much say the user wants in the 
ordering of channels. 

At the moment, with capacity for 
all 16, it is unlikely to be more than a 
niggle. 
Difficulties could arise, though, 
when the second Astra bird goes up 
in a couple of years, adding another 
16 to the range. Wanted channels 
might be ‘paired’ with unwanted 
subscription or foreign-language 
services, wasting valuable receiver 
capacity. 

The remote control version has a 
little more style. In the same box as 
the manual, it discards the tuning 
knobs and the less cluttered front 
panel features just eight buttons: 
power and polarisation, as before, 
plus tune up and down, channel up 
and down, store and audio. 

The latter allows four fixed audio 
sub-carriers to be preset via base 
pots. 
The need to ‘pair’ channels is 
eliminated, and tuning is much more 
like a conventional TV: choose a 
channel number, select polarity, find 
the station and store. 

But a few idiosyncracies remain to 
make things interesting. Like fast or 


fine tuning depending on which audio. 


track is selected. 

And there’s no audio switch on the 
remote, to select which soundtrack to 
hear. 

Some clever things have been 


done round the back, though. Both 
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Alba systems will incorporate a new 
LNB from Marconi with an. integral 
polarotor which needs just an 
electrical pulse to alter polarity. 

In practical terms, a single cable 


handles both the incoming signal and. 


outgoing LNB power supply and 
polarotor control — doing away with 
the heavy composite cable 
characteristic of current satellite 
systems. 

With Astra still awaiting switch-on, 
the SAT 200 prototype we saw in 
action (the SAT 300 was unavailable, 
but includes the same basic 
electronics) was hooked up to a 1.2m 
dish, rather than the 65cm offset 
which will partner it in the retail 
system. 

Looking at Eutelsat, pictures and 
mono sound were perfectly 
acceptable and both the fine tune 
and audio adjustments worked well 
— though like any dial, they can be 
fiddly. 

More than that it is difficult to add, 
since this is most definitely a basic 
model. 

Seeing satellite TV as a grawth 
industry for the ‘90s, Alba recently 
bought up 80 per cent of Bristol 
based pioneers STS, and its engineers 
designed the new receivers, though 
the production units are being built in 
the Far East. 

It is banking on satellife taking off in 
a completely different way from 
previous technologies — with an 
immediate mass market, not the 
gradual build-up from an expensive 
vanguard which bore the video 
boom, for example. 

Aiming at a 20 per cent share, 
Alba reckons on shifting up to 
200,000 of the basic units in the first 
year — through the big high street 
multiple chains and STS’ existing 
dealer network. 

A national deal has also been 
struck with installers TAS for dealers 
without their own arrangements. 

‘The decision has been made to 
commit to very large volumes from 
day one, and there obtain the price 
advantages of very high sales,’ 
explained STS director Mike Stone. 

‘We are aiming at the high street 
market — the average guy who 
wants satellite television.’ 

Future developments look like 
depending on that market's reaction 
to the initial systems. 

If there is demand, then future 
Alba systems will include stereo 
decoders, and D-MAC compatible 
receivers are on the cards when the 
technology for the new transmission 
system becomes available; plus 
versions with more channels for 
when the additional satellites come 
on stream. 

Meanwhile, the present receivers 
will accept add-ons, including D- 
MAC and subscription prea 
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But what of the rest of the 


market? Paul Andrews 
rounds up the other Astra 
systems 


GRUNDIG’S PRESTIGE STR-20 
system costs £379, including dish. 
The receiver unit has a 49 channel 
memory, with the Astra channels 
preset, though fine tuning is possible 
to correct drift. 

The STR-20 resembles, cosmetically, 
the highly-regarded STR-200 — a 
plain, slab-like black box, with a 
single numerical display, but 
accompanied by a fully featured 
remote. 

Features packed inside, however, 
include an auto-optimising picture 
control circuit to give consistent video 
quality regardless of weather 
conditions. 

The system makes a virtue of using 
standard, thin coax cabling, bolstered 
by an internal IF amplifier. 

A baseband output will accept 
add-on descramblers and MAC 
decoders when the time comes. 

The dish included is an unusual 
62cm offset ellipsoid, and is fitted with 
a new IRTE Paris-style magnetic 
polarotor — one with no moving 
parts — but a version without 
polariser, will also be available for 
around £349. 


THE STYLISH SS-3000 receiver from 
Pace is another early entrant to the 
Astra market, a British-made model 
developed from the existing SR-640. 

Features include a 32-channel 
tuner, with the first 16 Astra 
frequencies already programmed, 
and a full-feature remote control for 
choosing between them. 

On-screen graphics display channel 
information — frequency, polarity, 
and so on — and assist in set-up. 


Contrast, skew and baseband 
output (MAC or PAL) are adjustable 
for each channel, and a Scart 
connector is fitted for hook-up to the 
TV set, as well as a descrambler port 
which will be compatible with the Sky 
Movie channel. 

On the technical side IF bandwidth 
is quoted as 27MHz, and the 
threshold at 6.0dB. 

The audio subcarrier is tunable 
between 5.0 and 8.5MHz, enabling 
all the alternative sound channels to 
be picked up. 

A ‘major manufacturer’ has also 
been licensed to market the SS-3000 
under its own label. More news as 
we get it. 


ITT NOKIA has brought out a stand- 
alone satellite receiver, the SAT 1100, 
plus two TV sets equipped with 
satellite tuners. 

Known as the SAT 7190 and SAT 
6390, these are respectively a 66cm 
and a 59cm set, which also 
incorporates stereo sound and FM 
radio. 

The former retails at £799.99, the 
latter at £699.99 — but the 
integrated system’s allure is somewhat 
spoilt by making Nicam capacity and 
picture-in-picture optional add-ons. 

The separate receiver is a sleek 
unit, resembling a slimline VCR, which 
would grace any living room. 

Packaged with a 55cm offset dish 
and a hefty LNB, it sports a deluxe 
£399.99 price tag. 

The money buys a comprehensive 
range of facilities, though. On the 
audio side, all options, including 
stereo, can be programmed — and 
wide or narrow audio bands are 
selectable. 

The full-function remote can access 
all 48 planned Astra channels, with 
the existing 16 already 
preprogrammed, and D-MAC 
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just £199 — but more expensive options 
will be available. 


decoders will be retrofittable. 

ITT claims that picture quality is 
beefed up thanks to a low threshold 
demodulator and optimised by a 
programmable video ‘fine tune’ 
function. 

In anticipation of BSB, two satellite 
antenna inputs are fitted. A Scart 
socket also features. 


TOSHIBA HAS launched a £399 
stereo system. Receiver styling apes a 
small video or top-flight hi-fi unit, the 
front panel crammed with controls 
and LED indicators, and a 
comprehensive remote is also 
provided. 

Compatible add-ons to handle 
future transmission and scrambling 
systems are promised when the time 
comes. 


Amstrad’s SRX-100 is expected to sell for 


The accompanying dish is a 55cm 
offset model, British-built. 

The much vaunted £199 Amstrad 
system, the SRX-100, includes. a com- 
pact and neat 16-channel push-button 
unit, designed to sit atop the TV set. 

Surprisingly, the model has full 
stereo sound. Main selling point apart 
from price is simplicity of operation: 
channels and other functions are 
preset (though they are retunable). 

It is possible to select individual 
soundtracks, and a socket has been 
provided for a D-MAC decoder — 
The system’s full high-definition 
potential can be maximised by 
linking the receiver to the TV via a 
Scart connector. 

The Amstrad receiver comes with 
a 60cm offset dish, to which it is 
linked by a single coaxial cable. 
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4K large number of receivers already on sale can 
be used to watch Astra. Rob Ashard considers 
the choice. 


DRAKE 4240E 
Now being sold by Megasat as the hub of a 90cm dish system, the 4240E 
combines ease-of-use with excellent picture quality. 

Facilities include a 50-channel memory, wide and narrow video and 
audio bandwidths, 50S and J17 audio de-emphasis, on-screen graphics 
and parental lock. 

It also claims DBS and MAC compatibility. 

The dish positioner that comes with the unit can be driven by up to four 
42A0E receivers. 


Value rating *xkxx 


ECHOSTAR 4500 

This is a one-box VCR-sized receiver/positioner that looks smart but 
daunting. Picture quality is sometimes marred by a hint of flicker, but its 
threshold is good and there's no obvious picture deterioration, even in 
quite heavy rain. 

It has a MAC plug on the back panel and can store 99 channels on 30 
satellites. It also has wide and narrow video bandwidths, four audio 
bandwidths, plus 50uS and J17 audio de-emphasis standards and a 
parental lock facility. 


Value rating *&kk* 


GENSAT CDR 4/12 
Europe's first receiver/positioner — and probably one of the first to offer 
stereo sound. 

It's very distinctive, with a large rotary knob on the right of the front 
panel. Having selected an operational mode, this knob increments the 
values of that mode up or down. 

While the receiver has no J17 de-emphasis it does have three audio 
bandwidths, with dynamic noise reduction being automatically engaged 
in the narrow setting. 

With parental lock and Favourite channel modes completing the 
specification, the Gensat is clearly still a top-end contender. 

Value rating 3 & kk 


LUXOR MK2 
I's probably fair to say that this receiver is getting a bit long in the tooth 
now, but at first glance you might be tempted to go for its wealth of sound 
facilities. 

However, while it boasts ‘stereo’ on the front panel, the stereo sub- 
frequencies are actually fixed at 7.02 & 7.20MHz. This restricts you to TV 
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sound which represents only 20 per cent of the stereo broadcasts 
available from satellite (the other 80 per cent come from radio stations). 

There is also a ‘Dolby’ logo on the front — unfortunately the Wegener 
Panda 1 system is used for stereo so a Dolby decoder isn’t overmuch use. 
Pictures, however, are very good, although with a 9dB threshold ‘rain 
might stop play’ sooner than usual. 

Its. plus points are ease-of-use and the excellent matching positioner 
that is available. 


Value rating ** 


BASPORO 


MASPRO SRE 80R 

This black midi-size receiver will look good on your shelf — and its 
pictures will look good on your screen, they're very sharp and vividly 
coloured. Not surprisingly the ‘80’ in its monicker refers to the number of 
channels in memory. 

Switchable audio and video bandwidths, audio volume, audio mute 
and video tuning are all available on the comprehensive remote control 
as are power, polarity, skew and store. Audio reception is well catered 
for, in addition to tuning and bandwidth, the SRE-80R offers 50/70uS 
and J17 de-emphasis. 

Apparently MAC is internally selectable and the unit also has a 
parental lock. The only debit point is with the matching positioner; which 
looks good and works well yet needs another remote control. 

Value rating *** 


NEC 2022 
Despite a lack of audio and video bandwidth switching this unit has many 
fans, due primarily to its excellent picture quality. The 2022 also has useful 
on-screen graphics — you can actually name channels for the display. 
This makes the system very user-friendly, and there is tunable sound with a 
full complement of de-emphasis. 

MAC is selectable on the back panel and there is a parental lock on the 
remote, 


Value rating 9 kkkKK 


PACE SR640 
Probably the smallest receiver/positioner on the market — but it manages 
is we having an ugly external power supply which has to be tucked out 
of sight. 

With a 6B threshold this model is ideally suited to pairing with a small 
dish, and can also be seen wearing a Distxpress badge 

A good, simple-to-use device. Look out for the SR740 version which 
has a built-in Premiere decoder. 
Value rating xxx 
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REDIFFUSION RSR-50 
Probably an industry favourite at the moment, the RSR-50 is slim and 
stylish with bright and sharp pictures. It’s also user-friendly. 
It has a 50 channel memory, with each channel able to store fine tune, 
bandwidth, sub-carrier frequency, dish position, and skew. 
The positioner box is a separate and designed to be hidden away. 
Overall, an excellent unit but it lacks J17 de-emphasis and video 
bandwidth switching ... but it is MAC compatible. 
Value rating kkk 


ROCKDALE SLC-7 
A basic model with rotary tuning, tunable audio, variable skew and a 
polarity button. 

The video bandwidth is selectable on the back panel, where you also 
find video, audio and baseband out plugs, plus the LNB input and 


eit connections. 


alue rating 39 kK KK 


CHAPARRAL 
CHEYENNE 
Thought by many to be top of the pile at the moment, this combination 
receiver/positioner combines excellent pictures and a host of features. 
The bandwidth can be taken right down to 14MHz to help clean up 
pictures in tricky reception situations and it also has wide (400KHz) and 
narrow (150KHz) audio bandwidths, de-scrambler outputs and inputs, a 
raft of on-screen graphics and a memory capable of storing 24 channels 
on 101 satellites. 
Chaparral also make an unusual Remote Eye to control and watch the 
receiver from rooms. MAC compatible. 
One for the enthusiast. 
Value rating 9 *xkK* 


CONNEXIONS 8520 
There are no user controls on the front of this ultra-stylish unit, everything 
is controlled from the remote control. 
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This is another receiver/positioner and has 24/32 channels per 
satellite, and can cope with up to 34 satellite positions. 

Probably best known for its impressive stereo sound, the 8520 offers 
Wide and Narrow bandwidths for companded, Matrix and discrete 
stereo, in fact it has everything but J17 audio de-emphasis. 

With its 8dB threshold, pictures sourced from a 1.2m offset dish hold up 
well in the rain. There is also a Parental Lock and the unit can be internally 
switched for MAC reception. 

Value rating 9 kkk 


DRAKE 324E 
Awork-horse favourite, this unit is basic, cheap, works extremely well, and 
is reliable. 

It holds its own against more expertsive receivers with a better than 8dB 
threshold and simple-to-use design. 

A click-stop knob selects one of its 24 channels, with polarization being 
selected automatically. Other controls are video fine tune, audio tune and 
an audio button, preset at 6.65MHz. A matching positioner is also 
available. 


Value rating 9 *xkk* 


SALORA 115 
This 32 channel receiver is now being sold as part of a fixed satellite 
90cm system and its on-screen performance is very good. Video 
bandwidth is set at a high 32MHz, keeping saturated colours fairly free 
from noise, but the audio bandwidth is fixed too. This is tunable, but only 
around the mono TV sound area, (6.5/6.65MHz) and de-emphasis is 
switchable between 50/75uS and J17. It also needs a Luxor positioner to 
sc a polarator. 


lue rating *** 


SALORA XLE 

This is the latest offering from Salora and it has a good list of forward 
thinking features, such as twin LNB inputs and a programmable MAC and 
descrambler output. 

Sound facilities provided include 50/75uS and J17 de-emphasis, and it 
has an internal power amplifier to directly drive loudspeakers, unusual but 
welcome. 

Other features include 16 channels per satellite and 9 satellite positions 
(you'll need the matching $8101 positioner at about £109 to visit them) 
and a parental lock. 


Value rating *x** 


SKYSCAN K1 
This receiver was well received when it arrived on the market two years 
ago and it's still one of the nicest looking combination receiver/positioners 
around. 

Unfortunately, Skyscan has now gone out of business, and its stock of 
K1s have been taken by Connexions. The 24 channel K1 can store nine 
satellite positioners and works beautifully with the Skyscan actuator arm. 


Later models have switchable video bandwidth, which is worth having if > 
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BONUSVISION LTD 


SAPPHIRE SATELLITE SYSTEMS 
Fowlers Hall, Cressing, Braintree, Essex 
0376 22641 


WE DO NOT SPEND LOTS OF MONEY ON MODELING OUR 
EQUIPMENT. BUT WE DO GIVE YOU VALUE FOR MONEY 
— £ FOR LBS. 

(26 + CHANNELS ALREADY AVAILABLE 

+ ASTRA’S 16 CHANNELS) 


vee oe Seo 
way 


For further details or a visit to ‘Fowlers Hall’ for a demonstration on various systems to 
suit your pocket 


<4 you want to use a small dish. 


Other facilities include parental lock and two remotes, one for 
programming and one for simple day-to-day use. Picture performance is 
fine. Connexions sell a complete system, with a 1.2m offset dish, for £695. 
Value rating 9k kK 


UNIDEN UST-7007 

Not only is there a matching positioner for the UST-7007, but there’s a 
dual band UST-980 LNB which can be switched by the receiver to work 
in the 11.7-12.5GHz DBS frequency band. 

The model is fully programmable, with MAC/PAL operation, polariser 
position, mono or stereo audio, sub-frequencies, de-emphasis and 
bandwidth. 

The video bandwidth is fixed at 27MHz but pictures are excellent. 

With a receiver threshold of 6dB, this is one of the more popular 
receivers around. 


Value rating 9 kkk 


ECHOSTAR SR-5500 
New flagship receiver/combination from Echosphere International fea- 
turing onscreen graphics, parental lock, Wegener standard stereo sound, 
variable video bandwidth (22 and 27MHz) and 50/75 and J17 audio 
de-emphasis with switchable audio (400/280/1 30KHz). 

More unusually, the unit has a built-in timer, allowing the receiver to be 
synchronised with a VCR for timed recordings of satellite programmes — 
very useful indeed. 

For ease of use, the receiver comes pre-programmed to European 
satellites and channels — and MAC output connections are standard. 
Value rating xk 


ASTRA 


vife wants to know... is there a dish antenna that 
automatically tunes into all soap operas... world-wide?’ 


TRIASAT 2000 

Impressively specified luxury combination receiver/positioner, stocked 
predominantly by Bang & Olufsen dealers (and priced accordingly). 
Features include a variable audio bandwidth, covering 5.5 to 8.5MHz, 
Wegener compatible stereo sound, and a muting system to remove noise 
during satellite hops. 

Its threshold is quoted at better than 8dB, while both 62 and J17 de- 
emphasis audio standards are available. 

However, perhaps the most remarkable aspect of this Danish-made 
receiver is its a rance. The unit is a stark, stylish gray, with only a red 
display to catch the eye. Connection ports for decoding equipment and 
MAC accessories are provided. 

Value rating kkk 


ZETA 1000 
This receiver is in direct competition with the Rockdale SLC-7. It’s a basic 
budget model with manual rotary tuning, audio tuning, skew and polarity 
controls. It’s also similar around the back too, with tunable RF loop- 
through and audio, video and baseband output. 

However, the Zeta might have an edge over the SLC-7 with its claimed 
6dB threshold rating. 


Value rating 9 *&kk* 


AMSTRAD: Brentwood House, 169 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel: 0277 228888. 
CONNEXIONS: Unit 3, South Mimms Distribution Centre, Huggins Lane, Welham Green, Herts. Tel: 
07072 72091. 

DISKXPRESS: 23, 24 King’s Mews, London NCIN 2B. Tel: 01-242 5511. 

DRAKE: ABVS, Units 4/5, Win Bom Building, Convent Drive, Waterbeach, Cambridge CBS 9PB, Tel: 
0223 860958, 

GRUNDIG: Mill Road, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 IPR. Tel: 0788 77155. 

ITT NOKIA: Pacocke Road, Basildon, Essex: Tel: 0268 27788. 

LENSON HEATH: Unit 75 Woobum Green, Industrial Park, Buckinghamshire, Tel: 06285 25887. 
LONGREACH: Riverside Business Park, Lower Bristol Road, Bath, Tel: 0255 316257. 
LUXOR: Same os Salora, Tel; 0793 511227. 

MASPRO DENKOH: c/o C-ltoh & Co, Lid, 76 Shoe Lane, London EC4A SJB, Tel: 01-822 0822. 
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MEGASAT: 5 St. Pancras Commercial Centre, Pratt Street, London NW1 OBY. Tel: 01-267 5222. 

NEC: c/o Greenwich Satellite Ltd., Tex House, 62-64 Beresford Street, London SE18 6BG. Tel: 01-316 

4422, 

PACE: Allterton Road, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD15 7AG. Tel: 0274 488211, 

REDIFFUSION: Unit 9, Mole Business Park, Randalls Rood, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7BA. Tel: 0372 

379620. 

SALORA: Bridgemeod Close, Westmead, Swindon, Wiltshire SNS 7Y6. Tel: 0793 644223, 

SUPERSAT: 32 Temple Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4AN. Tel: 0902 29022. 

TOSHIBA: Frimley Road, Frimley, Comberley, Surey. Tel: 0276 62222. 

TRIAX: Unit 3, Saxon Way, Back Lane, Melbourne, Herts. Tel: 0763 61755. 

UNIDEN: Southway, Walworth Industrial Estate, Andover, Hants. Tel: 0264 5513, 

VISTA SATELLITE: Swiss Centre, 10 Wardour Street, London WIV SHG. Tel: 01-439 3058, 
Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 5SX. Tel: 

Treforest (0443) 85311. 


ZETA: Harden Park, Alderly Edge, Cheshire SK9 7QN, Tel: 0625 583850, 
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NO OTHER SHOW GETS 
A BETTER RECEPTION 


We are entering the most excit- 
ing period of home entertain- 
ment in television history and 
everyone knows it. People are 
talking about the Cable and 
Satellite revolution and you can 
see it in action at Cable and 
Satellite 89, the biggest event 


of its kind in Europe. 
At Olympia you'll be 
able to see the 
Olympia Lond 
latest systems, ap peta pia 


keep up with new 


Sponsore' d by The European Satellite TV Association, Cabl 
Itis organise d by Montbuild Ltd i 


ble& 
Satellite 


The European Broadcasting & Communications Show 


developments and find out what 
programmes are available. 

Meet the stars of the future and 

see the largest selection of sys- 

tems ever from the companies at 
the forefront of the technology. 

There'll be no better opportunity 

this year to see television 

on the move. 

Tickets can be obtain- 
ed at the door, price 
£2.50 for adults, £1.50 
concessions. 


Membe 
ogramme Providers Group and Confederation of Aerial Industries. 
sociation with 21st Century Publishing. 


Montbuild Ltd., 11 Manchester Square, London W1M 5AB. 


‘ve got a $1 sermon, a $2 

sermon, and a $5 sermon. So 

we'll take up the collection 
now, so | know which one to give 
you.’ 

The probably legendary proposal 
of the country preacher may be 
adapted to the dish sale of the 
century, just beginning — as 
preference for satellite dishes, cind 
the amount consumers are prepared 
to spend on them, could shape the 
ultimate success of the venture. 

| am not prepared to suggest 
whether Sky or BSB represents the $2 
channel, or even the $5 channel. As 
with the search for the Loch Ness 
Monster, reality is coloured by 
flamboyant reports. 

Just the other day, | heard an 
aerial contractor specialist compare 
the wind loading of a roof dish 
antenna to the experience of criving 
a car at 70 mph with the sun roof 
open, holding a dustbin lid aloft. 

Fortunately, there are a lot of 
highly competent dish antenna 
specialists around, although local 
eh regulations could prove to 

ave more possible interpretations 
than anything said by politicians in 
respect of eating eggs. An over- 
cautious copywriter might well 
propose a campaign, ‘Make Sure 
Your Roof Is Right for Satellite TV’, 
before attaching a dish to it. 

But problems with aerials/antennae 
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Sale of the centur 


Competition for the 
satellite TV consumer’s 
mazoolah will be 


intense during 1989, 
and could include 
everything from 
technology-trained 
bacon Vikings to 
alluring phone calls. 
David Lazell looks at 
the high hopes for a 
satellite successful 
1989 


are not new. In the early 1950s, 
Dylan Thomas might well have 
introduced a DIY rigger into Under 
Milk Wood, such as | observed in the 
valleys, eagerly trying to cope with 
the phenomenon known as ‘ghosting’ 
by erecting posts higher than the 
Empire State Building. 

It was generally thought that the 
aerials were a damn sight more 
interesting to watch than the 
transmissions on the 10in. and 1 2in. 
screen. But even in those one- 
channel days, consumers showed a 
surprising misunderstanding of the 
nature of television. Some selling had 
to be of the ‘heap big magic box’ 
nature. 


WNL 


Around three million dishes will be bought 
or rented by the early 1990s. 


his year’s battle of the dish 

antennae will be backed by 
media advertising as well as by the 
devotion of riggers and roof-walkers. 
Astra — Sky Channel in the UK 
context — has that important 
advantage noted by the poet: 

‘Twice armed is he whose cause is 
just, But thrice armed he, Who gets his 

low in first’. 

No-one can deny that BSB’s is a 
just cause, upholding the flag of 
advanced D-MAC technology and 
British know-how, but Sky will have 
possession of those magical 
promotional words, ‘new’ and ‘now’. 

The total promotional package for 
this Astra delivered service is likely to 
be adapted to market trends in the 
run-up to BSB’s launch in the autumn. 

But it is thought that some £20 
million will be spent in ‘above the 
line’ media advertising, this year, with 
a substantial sum on ‘below the line’ 
promotions such as newspaper 
competitions giving Astra dishes as 
prizes. 

SES, parent company of the Astra 
satellite, will be spending around £30 
million — in association with retailers, 
manufacturers, etc — though some of 
this may be considered pan- 
European promotion. Consumers in 


Britain are no doubt unaware that 
BSB rather than Sky is the true UK 
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DBS service. 

You can add to the above budgets 
sums likely to be spent on particular 
channels, for example Screensport 
and Lifestyle (WH Smith), plus a 
range of other business initiated 
promotions. 

In general, the retail trade seems to 
think it likely that consumers will 
purchase the dish antenna, but more 
often rent indoor electronics, possibly 
upgrading their TV set at the same 
time. 

Significantly, some of the larger 
screen satellite-ready TV receivers 
launched in the last year emphasise 
the ‘home cinema’ aspect of stereo 
(or quasi-stereo) sound, and quality 
‘big screen’. Here, again, one can 
see a possible promotional link 
between Sky (and later BSB) and 
major companies. 

Certainly, the declining TV and 
video rental market is looking to 
satellite for a revival of business. — 
More consumer questions seem likely 
to arise, not merely in relation to the 
suitability of low cost (under £200) 
dishes for ‘difficult locations’, but in 
response to press reports suggesting — 
20 Sere ee tor ce 


Will satellite TV 
rental bonanza? 
that satellite engineers think that an 
efficient DBS system will cost almost 
twice as much. 


ultimately generate a 


ome of the promotional 

excitement will be more vivacious 
than anything so far applied to the 
sale of double glazing, or for that 
matter, television itself. 

Early satellite TV promotion in the 
US — which involved, at times, the 
pirating of cable-feed signals — had 
some resemblance to medicine 
shows. 

Rather better value for money was 
enjoyed than with the old-time 
‘bitters’, though anyone trying to 
foresee the future of satellite services 
needs all the herbal cures he can 
get. 

If we do not see technology- 
armed bacon Vikings on their house 
to house reconnaissances, we could 


be approached by alluring young 


ladies eager to call round with their 
‘hgures. 


In any case, retailers are likely to 
_ have an armoury of demonstration 


videos, receivers and rotating dishes 
(for hypnotic effect) so that a shortage 
of information is, to say the least, 
unlikely. 

If the market projections of around 
three million viewers/subscribers by 
early 1990 are to be achieved, the 
battle will be won, not so much in 
media, but through demonstration 
and rental/sale. 

In this respect, BSB with its futuristic 
sales story could have the edge. 
Publicity may often confuse the 
consumer as well as trigger his or her 
interest. Enthusiasts who have bought 
and studied satellite TV magazines will 
hardly need explanations. 


B ut for the great number of 
potential subscribers to Sky or 
BSB, questions certainly arise. Retail 
sales know-how, and the ability to 
keep to promises, will be of massive 
importance here. 

BSB’s links with some of Europe's 
most prestigious consumer electronics 
companies, with a quality record in 
sales training and development, could 
be a tremendous advantage here. 

As they say in the trade, after alll, it 
may be a matter of selling up to a 
quality, not down to a price. 

BSB may have a short term 
problem in planning its interim media 
strategy. 

For example, a campaign based 
on the ‘we're into keeping you 
waiting for nothing’ theme could be a 
mistake, as firstly, consumers may not 
have realised that BSB was keeping 
them waiting. Secondly, if BSB’s plans 
run according to schedule, their initial 
promotion could probably ignore the 
presence of Sky TV, the market hardly 
developing quickly. 

The thrust to actual business is likely 
to be shaped by retailer strategy vis- 
a-vis the consumer, which is good 
news for anyone in retail business. 

Undeniably, consumers may well 
be slow to think in terms of brand 
identity, regrettable as this 
phenomenon is to marketing 
agencies. 

In retail business, sales personnel 
often find that a product promotion 
leads consumers to make a general 
decision, to consider buying a new TV 
set or a new video recorder rather 
than the brand specifically mentioned. 

Ironically, perhaps, some Sky 
advertising will probably lead to BSB 
business, and vice versa. 


\ omeone has commented that the 
ups and downs of the satellite 
business could provide plots for a 
popular soap opera. 

Not since the Oklahoma Land 
Rush has there been such energy 
devoted to getting a good place on 
the start line. 

Meanwhile, the Advertising 
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Looking for a cheap and easy 
way to receive satellite data, 
DBS or community TV 
transmissions? 

A MAWZONES SHEET is 
the answer 


Mounted flat against an internal 
window surface or on a simple 
roller blind fitting, it offers: 


@ rock-bottom cost 

@ DIY installation 

@ no planning permission 
requirement 

M@ re-pointing by a simple indoor 
adjustment 


The MAWZONES SHEET is 
a set of dark elliptical bands, 
(Fresnel Zones), silk-screen 
printed with conducting ink on 


thin transparent plastic. terminal. 


Satellite signals passing through 
it come to a focus at asmall desk _ position are all that are needed 
or table-mounted waveguide 
horn. This may be connected to 
a TV receiver or, via a digital 
demodulator, to a personal 
computer, turning it into a data 


THE MAWZONES SHEET ANTENNA 


Small changes of the horn 


to receive transmissions from 
different satellites. The major 
dimension of the MAWZONES 
SHEET can be less than 3 feet, 
depending on the application and 
signal frequency. 


For details contact: Sales Department, MAWZONES Ltd, 6 Hodwell, Ashwell, BALDOCK, Herts, SG7 5QG, United Kingdom. 


Tel: (0462 74) 2854 Int: +44 462 74 2854 


PADSTAR LIMITED 
All Leading Systems at Unbeatable Prices 


Complete infra-red remote controlled systems includes 
receivers, positioners, 1.2m offset or 90cm dish. Polarotor, 
L.N.B., motor arm, stand, connectors and scotchlocks. 


SKVSCANIKT! “hash cst tissap tes seltbenipawsauatangeote msec: cae £499.00 
EGNOSIAVSAAS00:  vacacc us csiejaboss cease os dcdcncestensmaens £599.00 


ECNOStAn SEO DOO cc pcetin es ap sac ePivccaeinaidies waeereecaaaeae tote £720.00 
PAGS 'SRG4O/TTACKER” otis siasdgotcanssocs Mavltnoaiacecdle £630.00 
FRGCINUSION FSS O'S: 5. ccc sec ee as saaceeman det edatee meee £699.00 
Uniden UST 7007/TACKE? sins adevedteedssowsateaeeeets £750.00 


Astra Systems from £170.00 


Spenson UD4000 Professional Combined Filmnet/canal 10/ 
BBC Decoder £140.00 


| Installation and site surveys nationwide. Free satellite TV 
licence and holiday accommodation with every installation. 


All prices exclude VAT, delivery and installation, 


Trade enquiries welcome — comprehensive installation courses 
held weekly. 


PADSTAR LTD 


705A HIGH ROAD, LEYTON, LONDON E10 
Telephone: 01-558 9232/9215 
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LATER 


58B UNDERDOWN ROAD 
SOUTHWICK 
WEST SUSSEX 
0273 593232 


79 NORTH ROAD 
LANCING 
WEST SUSSEX 
0903 762728 


Here at Slaters we pride ourselves on the highest 
quality equipment (we only deal with the best), and a 
personal service which is truly second to none. Our 
established family business will take the mystery out of 
satellite and supply you with the best possible 
equipment for the best possible price. 


fo 
N Luxor Cer 


SAREE UTE 


‘PLUS’ 
THE ADVANCED XLE RECEIVER aamm 
EN NOW IN STOCK 
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Back to the future 


atellite television, as we have all 

heard, is about to change the 

face of mainstream TV. But the 
launch of Sky Television, the 
forthcoming Galaxy Channel from 
BSB, and the change of hands (and 
format) of Super Channel, are about 
to alter the face of TV for those who 
have had cable or satellite TV for 
some time. 

With BSB waving fat blank cheque 
books around and buying up entire 
programme libraries, and Sky 
Channel facing their UK-orientated 
relaunch with a new programme 
buyer and higher budget, the wealth 
of quality Hollywood programming 
about to come the way of dish- 
owners is set to make the likes of 
Dallas and Dynasty look like the very 
stale cakes they are. 

But while the hype and 
propaganda from the satellite 
broadcasters and the terrestrial 
broadcasters breaks around us, it 
might be worth taking a look at what 
the satellite channels have already 
achieved on a meagre budget. 

For example, Sky, Premiere and 


Satellite TV has far 
more to offer than 
‘wall-to-wall Dallas’. 
Jon Abbott has been 
investigating the 
schedules — and finds 
much to relish 


Super Channel have all been 
offering a number of adventure and 
fantasy shows. In many cases these 
have won fans and admirers during 
their brief stay on ITV and BBC. 

While the new-look Sky and the 
eventual arrival of Galaxy promise 
to bring a whole new audience to TV- 
from-space, TV buffs with a passion 
for populist action series have not 
been badly served already. 

As Sky has been apparently 
clearing its shelves to make way for 
the new series, let’s take a look at 
some of the series that have run in 
recent months on all the stations. 

Sky Channel clearly has a 
fondness for super-hero shows, 
having run Batman, Spider Man and 
The Green Hornet to eager 


Manimal’s antics impressed the kids, if not the critics. 


22 


audiences across Europe. Most 
recently, such esoteric characters as 
The Incredible Hulk, The Bionic 
Woman, The Invisible Man, The 
Gemini Man and Manimal have 
been added to the list. 

The Gemini Man was in fact a 
revamp of The Invisible Man, a 
success in the UK for the BBC, but a 
flop in the US. Executive producer 
Harve Bennett, now helming the Star 
Trek feature films, was not so willing 
to give up on his ‘invisible agent’ 
idea too quickly, and hired Ben 
Murphy to take the lead. 

Murphy was a ‘second banana’ 
who had worked his way up through 
the system from an undemanding 
supporting role with Robert Stack in 
Universal's excellent drama series The 
Name Of The Game (briefly 
sampled on Super Channel some time 
ago) to co-star status in the lively 
Western Alias Smith and Jones, a TV 
Butch-and-Sundance for which he 
remains best known. 

Ironically, if The Invisible Man had 
been allowed to explore the potential 
of the pilot, The Gemini Man may 
not have enjoyed his equally short 
run. As star David McCallum 
lamented of his shot as an invisible 
agent, ‘it started out as The Fugitive, 
and ended up as Topper’. 


n the ‘70s the networks insisted on 

making all their adventure shows as 
soft and sweet as possible, quickly 
dispensing with any intriguing rough 
edges. 

Few came softer and sweeter than 
Lindsay Wagner, who enchanted 
schoolboys throughout the nation as 
The Bionic Woman, a spin-off 
character from the butch (and bland) 
Six Million Dollar Man. 

Produced by the man who would 
later bring The Incredible Hulk and V 
to the screen, Ken Johnson, this series 
succeeded primarily due to the 
presence of Wagner, who, like 
Murphy, had worked her way up 
from bit parts in the likes of Marcus 
Welby, Night Gallery, The Bold 
Ones, and the pilot for The Rockford 
Files, to series status. 

Her later mini-series, Scruples, was 
one of the highest rated mini-series 
to be made. After two failed follow- 
up series, Jessie and Late Bloomer, 
she now frequently pulls in the 
viewers for TV movies, one of which 
was Return Of The Six Million Dollar 


What Satellite March 1989 


— 


Man and The Bionic Woman, from 
the writer/producer of Return Of The 
Man From UNCLE (agd featuring » 
much the same plot). 

In the wacky Manimal, British-born 
smoothie Simon McCorkindale was 
well cast as Jonathan Chase, a New 
York university teacher able to 
mystically transform himself into 
various birds and animals while 
assisting the cops in Kis humarf*form 
as an advisor. 

Like most of creator Glen Larson’s 
series (Automan, The Highwayman, 
Knight Rider, Masquerade, Cover- 
Up), it was high on campy 
unintentional humour and low on 
credibility, which harmed its success 
with the kids not one jot. 

For example, despite turning into 
panthers, snakes and birds, via 
impressive special effects processes, 
Manimal never once lost a suit, or 
failed to reappear in his clothing! 

Perhaps Larson was just playing 
safe. After all, some of the mid-West 
Bible-bashers in the US were quick to 
complain that The Invisible Man was 
in fact running around naked on TV! 

The critics were similarly 
unimpressed with Manimal. Wrote 
one reviewer, ‘McCorkindale’s wrinkle 
is to turn himself into a whole series 
of animals just by exercising what 
appears to be deep thought. But it is 
nice to see Simon — scarcely our 
most distinguished export to 
Hollywood — make something of 
himself, since the metamorphosis to 
actor is clearly beyond him!’ 

Those TV cops unable to transform 
themselves into eaglesawere forced to 
take their own helicopters with them. 

Another ex-BBC import that has 
resurfaced on Sky is Blue Thunder, 
the TV version of the feature film of 
the same name, here starring James 
Farentino as pilot Frank Chaney, and 
utilising much stock footage from the 
feature. . 

Blue Thunder was, like its 
companion Airwolf (which can also 
be found dubbed into German on 
satellite) quite good fun — if you 
could ignore the reactionary and 
juvenile politics. 

For those who take the cop drama 
more seriously, Sky has also offered 


up 84 episodes of the macho Police disabuse cop-happy viewers of the Tim Dunigan dons his tin-foil underwear as 
Story, an anthology series conceived superman image of the television Captain Jonathan Power for Super 

by cop-turned-author Joseph coppers pre-Hill Street. Channel. 

Wambaugh. Given the show’s origins, Wambaugh had a serious dislike 

the series is, inevitably, sympathetic to of the unreality of most TV police numerous top-notch TV talents to | 

the police side of the story (hence its series, and his bias was tempered make appearances as cop-of-the- 
honest title), while attempting to with an integrity that attracted week. > 
What Satellite March 1989 23 


NOWSAT 
CHAPARRAL | esau systevs 


COMMUNICATION S| 49 Campbell Road 


Hanwell, London W7 SEA 
AUTHORISED DEALER Telephone: 01-840 5007 


UP TO A QUALITY — 
NOT DOWN TO A PRICE 


SPECIALISTS IN: 


INTEGRATED SATELLITE/HI-FI/TV/VCR/MESSAGE SYSTEMS. REMOTELY CONTROLLED HIDDEN SYSTEMS. 
(Tidy up that Cable Jungle in the Living Area!) 


COMMERCIAL SYSTEMS FOR ADVERTISING AGENCIES, BROADCASTERS, ETC. 
OUR FORTE IS THE LUXURY HOME WHERE CAREFUL WORKMANSHIP AND QUALITY ARE PARAMOUNT. 


NOWSAT SYSTEMS MAY BE SEEN AT 


INTEGRATED ELECTRONICS DAWSONS AERIALS 
458 RAYNERS LANE 54 CENTRAL ROAD 
MIDDLESEX (Near Tube) WORCESTER PARK, SURREY 


THE NOWSAT PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SWITCHER 


4 VIDEO & STEREO PAIR INPUTS 
4 SWITCHED OUTPUTS VIDEO & STEREO PAIR ALL BUFFERED 
Full Broadcast electronic specification with UHF loop-through to intercept remote control. Information sheet available. 
Price £195.00 


HYTEQ U.K.UTD 


ASTRA SYSTEMS FROM £299 R.R.P. AVAILABLE NOW 

* FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE TO TRADE AND RETAIL 
* TRADE DISCOUNTS ON APPLICATION 

* HOT-LINE AND CONSULTANCY SERVICE 


Hyteq U.K. Ltd. have 10 years combined experience in satellite television. We maintain high 
levels of personal service to all of our customers, large or small. Offering sound advice and 
guidance to anyone involved in this new era of communications. 


We have undertaken work for schools, government, universities, colleges, major retail groups, 
hotels, sports and showbiz personalities at home and abroad. The list speaks for itself. 


FOR ALL YOUR SATELLITE REQUIREMENTS USE WYTEQ U.K.LTD 
“WHERE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION COMES FIRST” 


TEL: 061-626 8486 


HEAD OFFICE AND FACTORY SHOWROOM: 
UNIT 3, STAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PARK ROAD, OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE OL4 1SR 
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< A. around the same time, and 

inspired by a series he saw as 
one-sided, a young TV writer toiling 
thanklessly on the cop shows of the 
Aaron Spelling stables conceived the 
idea for a complimentary series 
showing the other side of the coin — 
Crime Story. 

Michael Mann had written the pilot 
and the first two episodes of Starsky 
and Hutch, and seen his own 
creation, Vegas, turned into so much 
banal dross. 

It would be 10 years before the 
pilot Gold Coast would become the 
successful series Miami Vice and give 
Mann the network clout to make his 
series. 

By that time, however, having met 
and befriended numerous real-life 
Miami cops during the making of 
Miami Vice, Crime Story also 
became the story of a cop — tough, 
rough Mike Torello and his unit's 
obsession with smooth street-punk 
Ray Luca, climbing the ranks from 
cheap hood to heroin kingpin. 

Crime Story was vastly superior to 
Miami Vice, a kind of colour 
Untouchables with former cop 
Dennis Farina in the lead. A handful 
of ITV regions have taken on the 
series and buried it along with Sledge 
Hammer, in the middle of the night. 
But if you receive Premiere you can 
see it in peak-time. 

Also, watch out for High Mountain 
Rangers, the exciting new adventure 
series starring Robert Conrad and the 
entire Conrad clan as co-stars. 
Conrad must cope with everything 
from natural disasters to escaped 
vengeful convicts, but if you don’t like 
the plots you can always admire the 
gorgeously photographed snow- 
capped scenery. 

Alternatively, Conrad has also been 
seen on Sky in his excellent 1976-78 
World War Il series Black Sheep 
Squadron, portraying real-life flying- 
ace Greg ‘Pappy’ Boyington. 

In a plot premise not unlike The 
Dirty Dozen or Garrison’s Gorillas, 
Boyington formed a top-notch 
airforce made up of misfit pilots 
heading for court martial before he 
snapped them up and turned them 
into a crack squadron defending US 
posts from Japanese attacks in the 
South Pacific. 

The 35 episodes are tough and 
exciting without glorifying war, and 
masculine without being mindlessly 
macho. They successfully portray the 
pilots as real and flawed human 
beings. 

The producer was Stephen Cannell, 
the prolific TV writer/creator/ 
producer who was at the time also 
working on Baretta and The 
Rockford Files, and would later form 
his own production company to 
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make further action-with-humour 
shows such as Greatest American 
Hero, Riptide, Hunter, Hardcastle And 
McCormick and The A-Team. 

Cannell’s name on a series 
automatically guarantees the viewer 
50 minutes of unpretentious, 
inoffensive escapism, and Black 
Sheep Squadron is no exception. It's 
quite extraordinary that this series 
was never picked up by terrestrial TV, 
but there you are. 

If you haven't got your dish yet, 
you can always get the pilot films for 
Black Sheep Squadron (released as 
The Flying Misfits) and High 
Mountain Rangers out on video rental 
and check out what you've been 
missing while the networks have been 
serving up Dynasty, Valerie and 
Highway To Heaven. 

If you're still keen on staying 
airborne, Super Channel has been 
offering another series whose pilot 
film is on video, Flying High, which is 
a light-hearted contemporary short- 
run series about stewardesses, one of 
whom is Connie Selleca of Hotel and 
Greatest American Hero. 

Or, bearing in mind that Variety 
called High Mountain Rangers, 
‘Emergency with scenery’, you could 
always catch the real Emergency on 
Sky, an almost self-parodying series 
about paramedics with great names 
like ‘Dr Joe Early’, ‘Kelly Bracket’ 
and ‘Nurse Dixie McCall’. 

Emergency ran for an astonishing 
five years, stealing away the kiddie 
audience from the more adult fare 
that competed with it, such as All In 
The Family, Kung Fu and MASH in 
two-set households. 


Tse more recent than 
Emergency has been the unseen- 
in-the-UK Miami Vice clone The 
Insiders, which stars Nicholas 
Campbell and Stoney Jackson as two 
investigative journalists who just 
happen to faintly resemble David 
Bowie and Prince. This ain’t no Lou 
Grant, folks! 

Beautifully photographed and shot 
in the style of TV commercials and 
pop videos, the series’ only flaw was 
that a five-year-old could have seen 
through the disguises of Campbell, 
and nobody would have stood still for 
Jackson's comedy routines whenever 
he tried to con his way into forbidden 
territory. 

As undercover operatives they had 
little viewer credibility at all, and 
careless writing often made them 
careless themselves (often fatally for 
unfortunate guest stars), which further 
harmed their credibility as TV heroes. 

Thirteen episodes appeared, and 
once again the pilot is available on 
video as a sampler. The boys tackle 
only the trendiest subjects, such as 
corruption in the fashion world or 


Another chance to thrill at Lindsay 
Wagner, and her Bionic Woman feats on 
Sky. 


music industry, and each show's 
‘teaser before the credits is in the 
form of a pop video. 

Popular with kids, teens and adults 
alike are the Irwin Allen sci-fi series. 
Sky was first to revive cult fave Lost In 
Space, and was showing it long 
before C4 finally woke up. Sky have 
just finished their second run of the 
third season, and have also been 
screening The Time Tunnel and Land 
Of The Giants. 

For those who take their science- 
fiction more seriously, there’s the ever- 
improving and equally imaginative 
revival of The Twilight Zone on Super 
Channel, along with such UK sci-fi 
favourites as Doctor Who and Blake's 
Seven. Inevitably, as an anthology 
show The Twilight Zone is variable, 
but on the whole it is excellent and 
there have been some wonderful 
episodes. 

The Twilight Zone is actually Super 
Channel's highest rated programme, 
and yet on terrestrial TV it goes out in 
irregular slots as a time-filler between 
two and four in the morning. 

When you look at the rubbish that 
goes out in peak-time, and then see 
shows like Magnum, Kojak, | Spy, 
Taxi and The Twilight Zone going out 
after midnight, it does make you 
wonder just who the mainstream TV 
channels think they are serving with 
all their ‘quality television’. 

Bearing in mind that the satellite 
channels have so far been working 
with practically non-existent budgets, 
they don’t seem to have been doing 
too badly. With the massive amount 
of money being put aside for the 
Astra launches, and looking at some 
of the series ITV and BBC have left 
behind or buried over the last five 
years, there should be quite a few 
treats in store on satellite TV this year 
and next. 

With 24 hour sport and news at 
your fingertips as well (rather than 
instead of), what are you waiting 
for? @ 
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AFTER A LONG WAIT, IT’S HERE, 
THE STAR OF THE SHOW. 


A DECODER AS WELL 
CRYSTAL CLEAR RECEPTION ON PREMIERE FILM NET 
CANAL 10 BBC. 

COMPATIBLE ALL RECEIVERS. SIMPLE TO INSTALL. 
LEADS, ADAPTORS SUPPLIED. 

MODULAR SYSTEM EASILY UPGRADED. 

D.G.’s MASTERPIECE CAN BE YOURS FOR: 
MAINFRAME DECODER ................... £149.00 
PILING rics coc case net aw Recemoey cages sar £99.00 
PREMIERE CANAL 10.......... £149 (BBC + £49.00) 
WHY PAY TWICE AS MUCH FOR THE VIDEO COMPANION II? 


Available now from: 
DAVE GRIFFITHS at HASLEMERE SATELLITE CENTRE, 


7 KINGS ROAD, HASLEMERE 
TELEPHONE (0428) 61350/54543. bs 
MAIL ORDER bape ee ees eee 


werereresteleeene 


we agenesis 2. SS 
ono,enetatetenetseee ee ae PRE ERS 
MANUFACTUR 
NION It HALF PRICE, nNALABL uy ae 
aces ots PRICE. SUBNET 10 OE 


SATELLITE TV. 


FROM ONLY == 


EUTELSAT £199 +VAT = 
INTELSAT 


When you phone 0793-616667, you will be 

connected to a team of satellite specialists who 

will talk to you in PLAIN ENGLISH and not 

technical language — IF WE CAN’T HELP, 
WHO ELSE CAN? 


AN? 


MAIN DEALERS 
IN ALL QUALITY SYSTEMS 


Main Zeta dealer in the South West 


* Home demonstration & Nance “6 ; 
* Professional installatio ala SUbje 
by qualified engineers imaakJE) Tamas 


Maa a hy 
itt) §=60793-616667 
UNIT 7, BOOTSTRAP ENTERPRISE, GREAT WESTERN CENTRE, 
RODBOURNE ROAD, SWINDON, WILTSHIRE SN2 2AA. 
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STAR SCAN 


SATELLITE SYSTEMS 


~~ TODAY'S SPECIALISTS IN TOMORROWS WORLD _ 


uniden 


UNIDEN UST 7007 stereoreceiven £343.85 
UNIDEN UST 771 positioneraanm £228.85 
UNIDEN UST 980 buaceanoine £182.85 


TRE 1.2 oisu wins paris povariser & staNo £320.35 


~ TRTE. 1.5 ose wir paris povariser & stano £378.35 


COMPLETE 1.2MSYSTEM INSTALLED £1249 
COMPLETE 1.5msystTeminsTALLED £1299 


ORPINGTON (0689) 21003 


FREE SITE SURVEY 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
1st CLASS BACK UP 
EXPERT ADVICE 

r] ALL Prices INC. VAT. 


0b Star Lane, "Orpington, Kent BRS 3LJ 
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ASTRA 


EVERY MONTH What Satellite carries a 
compact English language Astra pro- 
ramme pe for satellite enthusiasts. 
ere possible, special interest sta- 
tions are carried in full from our publi- 
cation date, while channels that favour 
stripping (that’s to say the same shows 
in the same time slots) are condensed. 
As we went to press, many of the 
channels set to make their debut on 
Astra had not yet finalised their sched- 


ules. For the latest details, consult the 
teletext services carried by some Astra 
channels, onscreen trailers and nation- 
al newspapers where appropriate. 

Currently, all dish owners require a 
once-only £10 satellite eens li- 
cence. Application forms are available 
from the Radio Regulatory Division of 
The Department Of Trade and 
Industry. 

Watch the skies! 


MONDAYS 

06.00 The DJ Kat Show. 08.30 The Lucy 
Show. 09.00 Panel Pot Pourri. 10.30 Sky 
By Day. 11.30 The Sullivans. 12.00 
Another World. 13.00 General Hospital. 
14.00 As The World Turns. 15.00 Lov- 
ing. 15.30 The Young Doctors. 16.00 
Countdown. 17.00 Family Affair. 17.30 
Three’s Company. 18.00 Pot Of Gold. 
19.00 Sale Of The Century. 19.30 TV 
Special. 20.30 Mini Series. 22.30 Police 
Story. 23.30 Tandarra. 00.30 Arts/Mu- 
sic. 05.30 European Business Channel. 


TUESDAYS 

06.00 The DJ Kat Show. 08.30 The Lucy 
Show. 09.00 Panel Pot Pourri. 10.30 Sky 
By Day. 11.30 The Sullivans. 12.00 
Another World. 13.00 General Hospital. 
14.00 As The World Turns. 15.00 Lov- 
ing. 15.30 The Young Doctors. 16.00 
Countdown. 17.00 Family Affair. 17.30 
Three’s Company. 18.00 Pot Of Gold. 
19.00 Sale Of The Century. 19.30 Frank 
Bough’s World. 20.30 Mini Series/Mov- 


ie. 22.30 Matt Helm. 23.30 The Insiders. + 


00.30 Arts/Music. 05.30 European Busi- 
ness Channel. 


WEDNESDAYS 

06.00 The DJ Kat Show. 08.30 The Lucy 
Show. 09.00 Panel Pot Pourri. 10.30 Sky 
By Day. 11.30 The Sullivans. 12.00 
Another World. 13.00 General Hospital. 
14.00 As The World Turns. 15.00 Lov- 
ing. 15.30 The Young Doctors. 16.00 
‘Countdown. 17.00 Family Affair. 17.30 
Three’s Company. 18.00 Pot Of Gold. 
19.00 Sale Of The Century. 19.30 Hey 
Dad. 20.00 Mr Belvedere. 20.30 Trap- 
per John. 21.30 Against The Wind. 22.30 
Shell International Sports. 23.30 Police 
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Story. 00.30 Arts/Music. 05.30 Euro- 
pean Business Channel. 


THURSDAYS 

06.00 The DJ Kat Show. 08.30 The Lucy 
Show. 09.00 Panel Pot Pourri. 10.30 Sky 
By Day. 11.30 The Sullivans. 12.00 
Another World. 13.00 General Hospital. 
14.00 As The World Turns. 15.00 Lov- 
ing. 15.30 The Young Doctors. 16.00 
Countdown. 17.00 Family Affair. 17.30 
Three’s Company. 18.00 Pot Of Gold. 
19.00 Sale Of The Century. 19.30 Be- 
yond 2000. 20.30 The Streets Of San 
Fransisco, 21.30 Paper Chase. 22.30 
Ford Ski Report. 23.30 Levkas Man. 
00.30 Arts/Music. 05.30 European Busi- 
ness Channel. 


FRIDAYS 

06.00 The DJ Kat Show. 08.30 The Lucy 
Show. 09.00 Panel Pot Pourri. 10.30 Sky 
By Day. 11.30 The Sullivans, 12.00 
Another World. 13.00 General Hospital. 
14.00 As The World Turns. 15.00 Lov- 
ing. 15.30 The Young Doctors. 16.00 
Countdown. 17.00 Family Affair. 17.30 
Three’s Company. 18.00 Pot Of Gold. 
19.00 Sale Of The Century. 19.30 Bring 
’Em Back Alive. 20.30 Friday Movie. 


Three’s Company — on Sky every Monday. 


22.30 Fashion TV. 23.00 Mobil Motor 
Sports News. 23.30 Police Story. 00.30 
Arts/Music. 05.30 European Business 
Channel. 


SATURDAYS 

06.00 Music. 07.00 Fun Factory. 11.00 
Sports Programme. 12.00 Motor Sports. 
12.30 Fashion TV. 13.00 Saturday Movie 
Matinee. 15.00 Ford Ski Report. 16.00 
UK Top 40. 17.00 Small Wonder. 17.30 
Emergency. 18.30 That’s Incredible. 
19.30 Love Boat. 20.30 Classic Movie. 
22.30 World Wrestling Federation Wres- 
tling. 23.30 UK Top 40. 00.30 Arts. 
03.30 Music. 


SUNDAYS 

06.00 Hour Of Power. 07.00 Fun Fac- 
tory. 11.00 Shell International Motor 
Sports. 12.00 World Wrestling Feder- 
ation Wrestling. 13.00 Sunday Movie 
Matinee. 15.00 Beyond 2000. 16.00 The 
Coca-Cola Eurochart Top 50. 17.00 
Joanni Loves Chachi. 17.30 Eight Is 
Enough. 18,30 The Dolly Parton Show. 
19.30 Family Ties. 20.30 Movie/Mini 
Series. 22.30 Entertainment This Week. 
23.30 The Coca-Cola Eurochart Top 50. 
00.30 Arts. 03.30 Music. 
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CoHEASN ONE L 


ARTS 


THU 2 

00.30 Chorzempa: Organ, Piano and 
Harpsichord. 01.00 London Festival Or- 
chestra at Salisbury Cathedral..02.30 
FRI 3 

00.30 Jazz With Chet Baker. 01.25 Dizzie 
Gillespie Live At Wolftrap. 01.55 Jazz 
With Art Blakey. 

SAT 4 

00.30 The Taming Of The Shrew. 

SUN 5 

00.30 I Vespri Siciliani. 03.00 Mozart 
Violin Concerto No 3. 

MON 6 

00.30 Swan Lake. 01.30 African Culture. 
01.45 The Story Of Fashion. 

TUE 7 

00.00 Dean Clough Concerts. 00.30 Re- 
percussions. 01.30 Gulda: Mozart For 
The People. 02.45 Not Just A Second 
Fiddle. 

WED 8 

00.30 Picasso. 01.20 Paul Cezanne — 
The Man & The Mountain. 02.20 Pavar- 


00.30 Music Of Ages Past. 00.45 Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra 40th Anniversa- 
ry Concert. 01.40 Renata Scotto. 02.45 
Not Just A Second Fiddle — Mischa 
Santora. 


FRI 10 

00.30 Jazz With Memphis Slim. 01.25 
Jazz With Anita O'Day. 01.50 Jazz With 
Richie Cole. 02.20 Jazz With Charlie 
Byrd — Part 1. 

SAT 11 

00.30 Hedda Gabler. 02.00 Man At Play. 
02.30 Lalique Glass. 02.45 David 


00.00 Paul Taylor Dance Company. 
00.15 Einstein. 00.55 African Culture. 
01.40 Story Of Fashion. 

TUE 14 

00.00 Dean Clough Concerts. 00.45 Mu- 
sic Of Ages Past. 01.15 Tamas Vassary 
Plays Beethoven’s Sonata Opus 26. 
01.45 Repercussions. 

WED 15 

00.30 To Mend The World. 01.25 Paul 
Delvaux. 02.05 Oscar Shumsky. 02.30 
Pavarotti Et Julliard. 

THU 16 

00.30 Mozart In Salzburg. 02.15 Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra 40th Anniversa- 
ry Concert. 02.35 Science And Technol- 
ogy From Phillips. 

FRI 17 

00.30 Jazz With Chico Freeman. 01.25 
Jazz With Art Blakey. 01.50 Jazz With 
Stephane Grapelli. 

SAT 18 

00.30 Kipling. 02.00 Man At Play. 02.30 
Polka Children’s Theatre. 

SUN 19 

00.30 Aida. 02.40 Science And Technol- 
ogy From Pua: 

MON 20 - 

00.00 Cullberg Ballet: ‘Family Portrait’. 
00.30 Einstein. 01.05 Prague Chamber 
Ballet: Three Pieces. 02.00 African 
Culture. 

TUE 21 

00.30 Dean Clough Concerts. 01.00 
Scarlatti Sonatas And Old English Harpsi- 
chord Music. 01.30 Repercussions. 
02.30 Guitar Festival Concert. 


WED 22 

00.30 Karl Neilson. 01.15 De Kooning 
On De Kooning. 01.45 The Hague 
School. 02.30 Pavarotti Et Julliard. 
THU 23 

00.30 Czechoslovakian Philharmonic Or- 
chestra ne Fucik. 01.15 Gulda: Mo- 
zart For The People. 02.00 Mozart 


00.30 Cleo Laine And John Dankworth. 
01.30 Jazz With Chico Freeman. 01.55 
Jazz With Nat Adderley. 

SAT 25 


00.30 Hess. 01.25. Man At Play. 01.55 


The Magic Shop. 02.20 Polka Children’s 
Theatre. 02.35 Somerset & Dorset The- 
atre Company. 

SUN 26 

00.30 The Mikado. 02.30 Mozart Violin 
Concerto No 7. 

MON 27 

00.30 National Ballet Of Canada: ‘One- 
gin’. 01.35 Einstein. 01.40 Prague Cham- 
ber Ballet — Taras Bulba. 02.05 Tapies. 
TUE 28 

00.30 Dean Clough Concerts. 01.30 Re- 


percussions. 01.30 New Born King. 
02.30 Anne Mackay In Concert. 


CHANNEL 


EUROSPORT 


MONDAYS 

12.00 The European Figure Skating 
Championships. 13.00 The World Cyclo- 
cross Championships. 14.00 The World 
Alpine Skiing Championships. 16.00 
Snooker. 17.00 The World Ski Jumping 
Cup. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 The European 
Figure Skating Championships. 21.00 
World Cup Swimming. 22.00 Snooker. 
23.00 The World Indoor Football 
TUESDAYS 

12.00 The European Figure Skating 
Championships. 13.00 World Cup Swim- 
ming. 14.00 The World Alpin Skiing 
Championships. 16.00 Snooker. 17.00 
The World Indoor Football Champion- 
ship. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 The European 
Figure Skating Championships. 21.00 
World Cup Swimming. 22.00 Snooker. 
23.00 The World Indoor Football 
Championship. 


WEDNESDAYS 
12.00 The European Figure Skating 
Championships. 13.00 World Cup Swim- 
ming. 14.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 16.00 Snooker. 17.00 
The World Indoor Football Champion- 
ship. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 The European 
Figure Skating Championships. 21.00 
World Cup Swimming, 22.00 Snooker. 
23.00 The World Indoor Football 
THURSDAYS 
12.00 The European Figure Skating 
Championships. 13.00 World Cup Swim- 
ming. 14.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 16.00 Snooker. 17.00 
The World Indoor Football Champion- 
ship. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20,00 Mobil Motor 
Sports News. 20.30 Mazda’s Eye On 
Sport. 21.30 The European Figure Skat- 
ing Championships. 22.00 Snooker. 
23.00 The World Indoor Football 
Championship. 


FRIDAYS 

12.00 The Dineen Figure Skating 
Championships. 12.30 Mobil Motor 
Sports News. 13.00 Mazda’s Eye On 
Sport. 14.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 16.00 Snooker. 17.00 
The World Indoor Football Champion- 
ship. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 The European 
Speedskating Championships. 20.30 
Shell International Motor Sports. 21.30 
The World Luge Championships. 22.30 
The World Ski Jumping Cup. 23.30 Surf- 
er Magazine. 


SATURDAYS 

10.00 The World Alpine Skiing Cham- 
pionships. 12.00 The European Speeds- 
kating Championships. 12.30 Hell 
International Motor Sports. 13.30 The 
World Luge Championships. 14.30 The 
World Ski Jumping Cup. 15.00 Surfer 
Magazine. 16.00 The Ford Ski Report. 
17.00 The World Bobsleigh Champion- 
ships. 18.00 The World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 Eurosport — 
What A Week! 21.00 The World Speeds- 
kating Championships. 22.00 The World 
Biathlon Championships. 23.00 The 
World Luge Championships. 


SUNDAYS 

09.00 The Ford Ski Report. 10.00 The 
World Bobsleigh Championships. 11.00 
The World Alpine Skiing Championships. 
13.00 Eurosport — What A Week! 14.00 
The World Speedskating Champion- 
ships. 15.00 The World Biathlon Cham- 
pionships. 16.00 The World Luge 
Championships. 17.00 Eurosport — 
What A Week! 18.00 World Alpine Skiing 
Championships. 20.00 The World Biath- 
lon Championships. 21.00 The World 
Speedskating Championships. 22.00 The 
World Bobsleigh Championships 23.00 
The World Luge Championships. 


CHAN ON EL 


MOVIES 


FROM FEBRUARY 5 1989, Sky Movies 
plans a programme of feature films and 
TV movies, but exact times have yet to 
be finalised — watch for on-screen 
announcements. 

Initially, approximately five movies are 
scheduled per day, Sunday to Thursday, 
between 2pm and midnight; Friday and 
Saturday schedules feature six movies, 
from 2pm to 2am. 

Films will be interspersed with trailers 
and other material. 

Screenings planned for February in- 
clude: Project X (PG); Enemy Mine (15); 
Bachelor Party (18); Avalanche Express 
(PG); One Summer Love; To Be Or Not 
To Be (PG); All The Right Moves (15); 
Wheels Of Terror (18); Silence; The 
Man With One Red Shoe (PG); Warning 
Sign (15); Daniel (18); Shock Treatment 
(PG); Eddie And The Cruisers (PG); 
Tough Enough (15); The Wraith (18); Six 
Pack (U); Wizards (PG); Liars’ Moon 
(15); The Gate (15); The Sound Of Music 
(U); Keeping Track (15); Ladyhawke 
(PG); Arctic Heat; No Safe Haven; The 
Pirate Movie (PG); Duchess And The 
Dirtwater Fox (PG); Turk 182 (PG); 942 
Weeks (18); Assault On Precinct 13 (18); 
Tora! Tora! Tora! (U); Johnny Danger- 
ously (15); Eye Of The Tiger (18). 
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Plenty for jazz fans on the Arts 
Channel. 


CHANNEL 


NEWS 


MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 


06.00 Sky News. 06.30 European Busi- 
ness Channel. 07.00 Sky News. 09.00 
Sky News. 09.30 Morning Magazine. 
10.00 Sky News. 10.30 Morning Maga- 
zine. 11.00 Sky News. 11.30 Our World. 
12.00 Sky News. 12.30 NBC Today. 
13.00 Sky News. 13.30 NBC Today. 
14.00 Sky News. 14.30 That’s Holly- 
wood. 15.00 Sky News. 15.30 Good 
Health. 16.00 Sky News. 16.30 Our 
World. 17.00 Sky News. 17.30 The 
Reporters. 18.00 Sky News. 18.30 The 
Wild West End. 19.00 Sky News. 19.30 
World News. 20.00 Sky News. 20.30 
The Frank Bough Interview. 21.00 Sky 
News. 21.30 The Reporters. 22.00 Sky 
News. 22.30 Nightline. 23.00 Sky News. 
23.30 NBC News. 00.00 Sky News. 
00.30 The Wild West End. 01.00 Sky 
News. 01.30 Crossfire. 02.00 Sky News. 
02.30 The Frank Bough Interview. 03.00 
Sky News. 03.30 The Reporters. 04.00 
Sky News. 04.30 That’s Hollywood. 
05.00 Sky News. 05.30 Good Health. 


SATURDAYS 

06.00 Sky News. 06.30 The Ford Ski 
Report. 07.00 Sky News. 09.00 Sky 
News. 09.30 Earthfile. 10.00 Sky News. 
10.30 Roving Report. 11.00 Sky News. 
11.30 Our World. 12.00 Sky News. 
12.30 Ford Ski Report. 13.00 Sky News. 
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13.30 Earthfile. 14.00 Sky News. 14.30 
Roving Report. 15.00 Sky News. 15.30 
Good Health. 16.00 Sky News. 16.30 
Our World. 17.00 Sky News. 17.30 The 
Reporters. 18.00 Sky News. 18.30 The 
Wild West End. 19.00 Sky News. 19.30 
World News. 20.00 Sky News. 20.30 
Good Health. 21.00 Sky News. 21.30 
The Reporters. 22.00 Sky News. 22.30 
Nightline. 23.00 Sky News. 23.30 The 
Wild West End. 00.00 Sky News. 00.30 
The Wild West End. 01.00 Sky News. 
01.30 Nightline. 02.00 Sky News. 02.30 
The Frank Bough Interview. 03.00 Sky 
News. 03.30 The Reporters. 04.00 Sky 
News. 04.30 That’s Hollywood. 05.00 
Sky News. 05.30 Good Health. 


SUNDAYS 

06.00 Sky News. 06.30 EBC Business 
Week. 07.00 Sky News. 07.30 EBC 
Business Week. 08.00 Sky News. 08.30 
Wall Street Journal. 09.00 Sky News. 
09.30 Entertainment This Week. 10.00 
Sky News. 10.30 Entertainment This 
Week. 11.00 Sky News. 11.30 Our 
World. 12.00 Sky News. 12.30 The 
Editors. 13.00 Sky News. 13.30 EBC 
Business Week. 14.00 Sky News. 14.30 
EBC Business Week. 15.00 Sky News. 
15.30 Wall Street Journal. 16.00 Sky 
News. 16.30 Our World. 17.00 Sky 
News. 17.30 Meet The Press. 18.00 Sky 
News., 18.30 The Editors. 19.00 Sky 
News. 19.30 The World This Week. 
20.00 Sky News. 20.30 The Frank 
Bough Interview. 21.00 Sky News. 
21.30 Face The Nation. 22.00 Sky 
News. 22.30 Crossfire. 23.00 Sky News. 
23.30 The Editors. 00.00 Sky News. 
00.30 Crossfire. 01.00 Sky News. 01.30 
Nightline. 02.00 Sky News. 02.30 The 
Frank Bough Interview. 03.00 Sky 
News, 03.30 The Reporters. 04.00 Sky 
News. 04.30 That’s Hollywood. 05.00 
Sky News. 05.30 Good Health. 
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numerous TV movie and mini-se- 
ries slots in the middle of the 
evening, with the rest of peak-time 
occupied by sugary sif-coms and 
cop shows. 

From March, on Monday nights 
at 19.30, the newest of 
makes its debut, 21 Jump Street, a 
drama starring current new US TV 
teen heart-throb Johnny Depp, 
whose team goes undercover in 
high schools and colleges. 

Each episode has a moral and a 
message, and episodes cover var- 
ious social issues such as drugs and 
alcohol abuse. 

Co-stars include singer Holly 
Robinson and Peter De’ he son 
of comedian Dom. Jump Street is 
currently the highest rated show 
on America’s new Fox network. 

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 
at 20.30 is mini-series time. At 
22.30 on Monday you get Police 
Story, a tough anthology series. 

This is followed by medallion 
man detective Matt Helm (yes, he 
was a spy in the movies but now 
he ain't). 

Police Story moves later and 
Derek Jameson — his much- 
trumpeted chat show. 

Tuesdays at 19. 30 has Uncle 
Frank Bough introducing a docu- 
mentary slot, while on Wednesd: 
its a double-bill of sit-comedy with 
Hey Dad from Oz and Mr Belve- 
dere from the US. 


At coe some ee mo- 
ments i catclesh in, at 21.30 


the Aussie gainst the 
Wind and Shell Motor § Sports at 
22.30. 

On Thursdays at 19.30 we go 
Beyond 2000 for a speculative 
science show, then it’s down the 
Streets of San Francisco at 20.30 
with Michael Douglas and Karl 
Malden. 

At 21.30 the popular drama 
The Paper Chase, starring John 
Houseman, and this i is followed at 
22.30 by Sky's current Ski Report 
show. 

Friday night offers adventure in 
Bring ‘Em Back Alive with Bruce 
Boxleitner, then a few weeks later 
the Black Sheep Squadron take to 
the air in the excellent Robert 
Conrad adventure series. Then, it’s 
movie time again. 

Saturday starts at 6.00 with pop 
music, ihcwed at 7.00 Shy 
revamped Fun Factory 
kiddies. 

At 11.00 there's sport, followed 
by Fashion TV, and a movie mati- 
nee at 15.00. 

At 15.00, when the skiing cov- 
sp finishes, SpiderMan swings 

for a couple of months, to e 
followed by adventures on the 
Planet Of The 

At 16.00 its the Nescafe UK 

Top 40, which gets repeated 


again that night at 23.30. 

At 17.00, a comedy slot filled by 
Small Wonder (a sity hing 
have a litle girl robot 
them) is followed by i. 
series Emergency. 

Later in the year, Lindsay Wag- 
ner turns up in the 17.30 slot as 
The Bionic Woman. 

At 18.30 the US series That's 
Incredible, which features things 
which are, well, incredible. 

After this, a chance to get green 
at the gills on The Love Boat at 
19.30. 

There's another movie slot at 
20.30 followed by the ever popu- 
lar US WWF Wrestling at 22.30 
and the aforementioned Chart 
Show. 

From the charts to the arts at 
yi Re S a orks the 

ani r midnight every 
night, with the small eats nalivoan 
roughly 3.00 to 6.00 occupied by 
pop music or repeats of the game 
shows. 

On weekdays at 5.00 in the 
moming, Sky will run the EuroBusi- 
ness Channel for all you would-be 
yuppies out there. 

Sundays start at 7.00 at the Fun 
Factory, with motor racing at 
11.00 and wrestling again at 
12.00. 

At 13.00, it’s movie matinee 
time a eb by ore 
trip Be at 15,00. 

The Euro Chart Show is on at 
15.30, and again, it gets repeated 
conveniently at 23.30. 

At 17.00 it’s sit-com time again, 
this time with Joanie Loves Chachi 
(the Happy Days spin-off) and 
Eight Is ough (enough kids for 
Dad, that is). 

At 18.30 it’s the Dolly Parton 
Show (the guest in the first is 
Dudley Moore) followed by a 
double-bill no less, of Family Ties 
with Michael J Fox at 19.30. 

This takes us to the start of the 
week's mini-series at 20.30, fol- 
lowed by the bright and bi 
Entertainment This Week, a rou! 
up of what’s what in film, TV and 
music at 22.30. 

Sky Movies, which won't be 
encrypted for the first six months, 
(after which you pay £12 a month 
for the film channel and the Disney 
Channel in a package) includes a 
diverse range of features. 

These range from The Sound Of 
Music and Eddie And The Cruisers 
to Bachelor Party. and Assault On 
Precinct 13. 
har roy aa gt will be in 


are eagutes ae aw 
sok fen ed ce ee 


picked up, due to the extremely 
competitive environment at 


The Sky management are play- 


SCREENSPORT 


THU 2 

15.00 Ten Pin Bowling. 16.15 Topteam 
Spanish Soccer. 17.50 NFL American 
Football. 20.05 Update. 20.05 Sports- 
world. 21.05 College Basketball. 22.35 
Inside The PGA. 23.00 Spain Spain 
Sport. 23.10 Global Wrestling Alliance. 


FRI 3 

15.00 American Sports Cavalcade. 16.15 
Rallycross. 17.15 Powersports Inter- 
national. 18.15 US Women’s Pro Ski. 
19.00 Update. 19.00 NHL — Ice Hock- 
ey. 21.00 Yachting. 22.00 Gymnastics. 
23.00 AWA Wrestling. 


SAT 4 

15.00 NFL American Football. 17.15 
Inside The PGA. 17.35 Powersports 
International. 18.35 Update. 18.35 
American College Football. 20.45 US 
Women’s Pro Ski. 21.15 Ten Pin Bowl- 
ing. 22.30 College Basketball. 


SUN 5 

15.00 Gymnastics. 16.00 American Col- 
lege Football. 18.00 Update. 18.00 
Worldwide Wrestling. 19.00 Sports- 
world. 20.00 Rallycross. 21.00 World 
Rally Championships. 22.00 NHL Ice 
Hockey. 


MON 6 

15.00 College Basketball. 16.30 Inside 
The PGA. 16.55 Basketball. 17.55 Up- 
date. 17.55 Ten Pin Bowling. 19.10 
American College Football. 21.10 Ice 
Speedway. 22.10 Sportsworld. 23.10 
Global Wrestling Alliance. 


TUE 7 

15.00 College Basketball. 16.30 Ameri- 
can Sports Cavalcade. 17.45 Update. 
17.45 NFL American Football. 20.00 
World Rally Championships. 21.00 Ice 
Speedway. 22.00 Rallycross. 23.00 Spain 
Spain Sport. 23.10 AWA Wrestling. 


Television Direct (The Satellite Programme Clearing House) will have estab- 

lished by Astra Operational Service Date, a one-stop shop for domestic dish- 

owners to pay for and receive licences for subscription channels. We will 
operate a help-line for satellite viewers on all related matters. 


irect 


We will operate an Approved Dealer Network. All Affiliates will be 

able to direct their domestic dish customers to us for all programme 
enquiries and licence requirements. We are open for business now! 

Telephone Pam Tyler on 01-439 0075 


ae 


30 


WED 8 

15.00 NHL Ice Hockey. 17.00 American 
College Football. 19.00 US Women’s Pro 
Ski. 19.45 Update. 19.45 Basketball. 
22.00 Powersports International. 23.00 
Worldwide Wrestling. 


THU 9 

15.00 Ten Pin Bowling. 16.15 World 
Rally Championships. 17.15 US Women’s 
Pro Ski. 17.30 Sportsworld. 18.30 Up- 
date. 18.30 Ice Speedway. 19.30 College 
Basketball. 21.00 USPGA Golf. 22.30 
Inside The PGA. 23.00 Global Wrestling 
Alliance. 


FRI 10 

15.00 American Sports Cavalcade. 16.15 
Rallycross. 17.15 Powersports Inter- 
national. 18.15 Yachting. 18.45 Update. 
18.45 Ice Speedway. 19.45 NHL Ice 
Hockey. 21.45 USPGA Golf. 23.00 AWA 
Wrestling. 


SAT 11 

15.00 Ice Speedway. 16.00 Basketball. 
17.00 US Women’s Pro Ski. 17.45 Inside 
The PGA. 18.15 Update. 18.15 Power- 
sports International. 19.15 NHL Ice 
Hockey. 21.15 Ten Pin Bowling. 22.30 
College Basketball. 


SUN 12 
15.00 Ice Speedway. 16.00 Sportsworld. 
17.00 Spain Spain Sport. 17.15 Fencing. 
18.15 Update. 18.15 Worldwide Wres- 
tling. 19.15 USPGA Golf. 22.00 NHL Ice 
Hockey. 


MON 13 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.30 Inside The 
PGA. 16.55 Basketball. 17.55 Ten Pin 
Bowling. 19.10 Update. 19.10 Ice Speed- 
way. 20.10 US Women’s Pro Ski. 20.30 
Topteam Spanish Soccer. 22.05 Sports- 
world. 23.05 Global Wrestling Alliance. 


TUE 14 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.15 American 
Sports Cavalcade. 17.30 Yachting. 18.00 
Update. 18.00 Indoor Football. 20.00 Ice 
Speedway. 21.00 NHL Ice Hockey. 
23.00 Spain Spain Sport. 23.10 AWA 
Wrestling. 


WED 15 

15.00 NHL Ice Hockey. 17.00 US Men’s 
Pro Ski. 17.45 Indoor Climbing. 19.45 
Update. 19.45 Basketball. 20.45 Ameri- 
can Sports Cavalcade. 22.00 Power- 
sports International. 23.00 Worldwide 
Wrestling. 


THU 16 
15.00 Ten Pin Bowling. 16.15 Topteam 


Spanish Soccer. 17.50 Ice Speedway. 
18.50, Update. 18.50 Sportsworld. 19.50 
College Basketball. 21.20 USPGA Golf. 
22.35 Inside The PGA. 23.00 Spain Spain 
Sport. 23.10 Global Wrestling Alliance. 


FRI 17 

15.00 American Sports Cavalcade. 16.15 
Basketball. 17.15 Powersports Inter- 
national. 18.15 Update. 18.15 Ice Speed- 
way. 19.15 US Men’s Pro Ski. 19.40 
NHL Ice Hockey. 21.40 USPGA Golf. 
23.10 AWA Wrestling. 


SAT 18 

15.00 Ice Speedway. 16.00 NHL Ice 
Hockey. 18.00 Inside The PGA. 18.20 
Update. 18.20 Powersports Inter- 
national. 19.20 Le Sport En France. 
19.50 Yachting. 20.20 Indoor Football. 
22.20 Ten Pin Bowling. 23.20 Auto 
Racing — Nascar. 


SAT 19 

15.00 Ice Speedway. 16.00 US Men’s 
Pro Ski. 16.25 Sportsworld. 17.25 Ice 
Skating. 18.25 Update. 18.25 Worldwide 
Wrestling. 19.15 USPGA Golf. 22.00 
NHL Ice Hockey. 


MON 20 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.15 Inside The 
PGA. 16.45 Basketball. 17.45 Update. 
17.45 Ten Pin Bowling. 19.00 Ice Speed- 
way. 20.00 Auto Racing — Nascar. 
20.30 Topteam Spanish Soccer. 22.05 
Sportsworld. 23.00 Spain Spain Sport. 
23.10 Global Wrestling Alliance. 


TUE 21 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.30 Judo. 18.00 
Update. 18.00 American Sports Caval- 
cade. 19.10 Ice Speedway. 20.10 Indoor 
Climbing. 22.10 Ice Skating. 23.10 AWA 
Wrestling. 


WED 22 
15.00 NHL Ice Hockey. 17.00 BMX. 
19.00 Update. 19.00 Basketball. 20.00 


Indoor Athletics. 22.00 Powersports 
International. 23.00 Worldwide 
Wrestling. 
THU 23 


15.00 Ten Pin Bowling. 16.15 Topteam 
Spanish Soccer. 17.50 Update. 17.50 Ice 
Speedway. 18.50 Sportsworld. 19.50 
Judo. 21.20 USPGA Golf. 22.35 Inside 
The PGA. 23.00 Spain Spain Sport. 
23.10 Global Wrestling Alliance. 


FRI 24 

15.00 American Sports Cavalcade. 16.15 
Ice Skating. 17.15 Powersports Inter- 
national. 18.15 Update. 18.15 Ice Speed- 


BRITAIN’S ONLY 
MULTI-CHANNEL 
SATELLITE PROGRAMME 
ENQUIRY AND 
LICENSING SERVICE 


way. 19.15 NHL Ice Hockey. 21.15 US 
Men’s Pro Ski. 21.40 USPGA Golf. 
23.10 AWA Wrestling. 


SAT 25 

15.00 Basketball. 16.00 Auto Racing — 
Nascar. 16.30 Le Sport En France. 
17.00 Inside The PGA. 17.20 Power- 
sports International. 18.20 Update. 
18.20 Ten Pin Bowling. 19.35 Ice Hock- 
ey. 21.05 Auto Racing — Nascar. 


SUN 26 

15.00 Auto Racing — Nascar. 18.00 
Update. 18.00 Worldwide Wrestling. 
18.50 USPGA Golf. 21.35 US Men’s Pro 
Ski. 22.00 NHL Ice Hockey. 


MON 27 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.15 Inside The 
PGA. 16.45 Basketball. 17.45 Ten Pin 
Bowling. 19.00 Le Sports En France. 
19.30 Update. 19.30 Ice Speedway. 
20.30 Top Team Spanish Soccer. 22.05 
Sportsworld. 23.05 Global Wrestling 
lliance. 


TUE 28 

15.00 USPGA Golf. 16.30 Judo. 18.00 
Indoor Athletics. 20.00 Update. 20.00 
Ice Speedway. 21.00 BMX. 23.00 Spain 
Spain Sport. 23.10 AWA Wrestling. 
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MONDAYS 

00.00 Night Videos. 07.00 MTV! 12.00 
Remote Control. 12.30 MTV! 17.00 3 
From 1 At 5. 18.30 Club MTV. 19.00 
MTV At The Movies. 19.30 Remote 
Control. 23.00 MTV At The Movies. 


TUESDAYS 

00.00 Your Scene. 01.00 Club MTV. 
01.30 Night Videos. 07.00 MTV! 12.00 
Remote Control. 12.30 Kino. 13.30 
MTV! 17.00 3 From 1 At 5. 18.30 Club 
MTV. 19.00 MTV At The Movies. 19.30 
Remote Control. 20.00 Euro Top 20. 
21.00 Steve Blame Show. 23.00 MTV At 
The Movies. 
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WEDNESDAYS 

00.00 Your Scene. 01.00 Club MTV. 
01.30 Night Videos. 07.00 MTV! 12.00 
Remote Control. 12.30 MTV! 17.00 3 
From 1 At 5. 18.30 Club MTV. 19.00 
MTV At The Movies. 19.30 Remote 
Control. 20.00 US Top 20. 23.00 MTV 
At The Movies. 


THURSDAYS 

00.00 Your Scene. 00.30 Your Scene — 
Funk Mix. 01.00 Club MTV. 01.30 Night 
Videos. 07.00 MTV! 12.00 Remote Con- 
trol. 12.30 MTV! 17.00 3 From 1 At 5. 
18.30 Club MTV. 19.00 MTV At The 
Movies. 19.30 Remote Control. 20.00 
MTV Spotlight. 22.00 MTV's Metal 
Hammer. 23.00 MTV At The Movies. 


FRIDAYS 

00.00 Your Scene. 01.00 Club MTV. 
01.30 Kino.’ 02.30 Night Videos. 07.00 
MTV! 12.00 Remote Control. 12.30 
MTV! 17.00 3 From 1 At 5. 18.30 Club 
MTV. 19.00 MTV At The Movies. 19.30 
Remote Control. 22.30 YO! 23.00 MTV 
At The Movies. 


SATURDAYS 

00.00 Your Scene. 01.00 Club MTV. 
01.30 Night Videos. 07.00 MTV! Non 
Stop Pure Pop. 11.00 MTV! 16.00 Kino. 
17.00 US Top 20. 19.00 Week In Rock. 
19.30 Remote Control. 20.00 MTV's 
Metal Hammer. 21.00 Party Zone. 


SUNDAYS 

00.00 Party Zone. 01.00 Night Videos. 
07.00 MTV! 14.00 Euro Top 20. 16.30 
Week In Rock. 17.00 MTV Classics. 
18.00 XPO. 20.00 Kino. 21.00 MTV 
Spotlight. 23.00 The Steve Blame Show. 
23.30 Night Videos. 
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Lifestyle 


MONDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Search for To- 
morrow. 09.55 Travelview Tips. 10.00 
Challenge. 10.30 The Lifestyle Coffee 
Break. 10.35 The Edge of Night. 11.00 
The Great American Gameshow. 12.20 
What’s Cooking. 12,25 Homeshopping 
Club. 13.00 Sally Jessy Raphael Show. 
13.30 Divorce Court. 13.55 It’s Your 
Lifestyle. 14.00 Cop Shop. 


TUESDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Search for To- 
morrow. 09.55 The Doctor — Douglas 
Diggle. 10.00 Wok With Yan. 10.30 The 
Lifestyle Coffee Break. 10.35 The Edge 
of Night. 11.00 The Great American 
Gameshow. 12.20 Body Talk. 12.25 Ho- 
meshopping Club. 13.00 Sally Jessy Ra- 
phael Show. 13.30 Divorce Court. 13.55 
Lifestyle Plus. 14.00 Burke’s Law. 


WEDNESDAYS 
09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Search for To- 
morrow. 09.55 Travelview Tips. 10.00 
Challenge. 10.30 The Lifestyle Coffee 
Break. 10.35 The Edge of Night. 11.00 
The Great American Gameshow. 12.20 
Buy Lines. 12.25 Homeshopping Club. 
13.00 Sally Jessy Raphael. 13.25 After- 
noon Cinema. 


THURSDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Search for To- 
morrow. 09.55 The Doctor — Douglas 
Diggle. 10.00 Wok With Yan. 10.30 The 
Lifestyle Coffee Break. 10.35 The Edge 
of Night. 11.00 The Great American 
Gameshow. 12.20 Style File. 12.25 Ho- 
meshopping Club. 13.00 Sally Jessy Ra- 
phael Show. 13.30 Divorce Court. 13.55 
Lifestyle Plus. 14.00 Burke’s Law. 


FRIDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Search for To- 
morrow. 09.55 Travelview Tips. 10.00 
Challenge. 10.30 The Lifestyle Coffee 
Break. 10.35 The Edge of Night. 11.00 
The Great American Gameshow. 12.25 
Homeshopping Club. 13.00 Sally Jessy 
Raphael Show. 13.25 Afternoon Cinema. 


SATURDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Your Show of 
Shows. 10.00 Annie Oakley. 10.30 Get 
Smart. 11.00 Jason Of Star Command. 
11.25 Young People’s Specials. 11.55 
F.L.A.LR. 13.00 The Edge Of Night. 


SUNDAYS 

09.00 It Figures. 09.30 Your Show of 
Shows. 10.00 Annie Oakley. 10.30 Get 
Smart. 11.00 Jason of Star Command. 
11.25 Young People’s Specials. 11.55 
F.L.A.LR. 13.00 Search For Tomorrow. 


SATELLITE TV SYSTEMS & ACCESSORIES 
QUALITY AND VALUE FOR MONEY 


* PRECISION SPUN.Aluminium dishes, chromated with fine epoxy finish. 60 cm, 90 cm and 120 
cm. Rust proof, Polar, Azel mounts and stands. 


Low Threshold 6db max 
1.6 db max LNB with Matched Polarotor & Feed by Echosphere 
Filmnet — Premiere — BBC — Plus the ‘All-in-one’ Decoder. 


Transmit video and audio from your video cassette or satellite receiver to 
any TV set(s) in the home or offfice. Installed in seconds, no wiring 
required. 


* Transat Receiver. 
* Genuine HEMT 
_* DECODERS: 

* VIDEOSENDERS: 


The Satellite Dish Alignment Meter — makes satellite TV 
installations easy. 


With The Snapper you simply ‘Snap n’ Seal’ instead of 
crimping connectors. 


Trade and Export Enquiries welcome 
See us at: CABLE & SATELLITE 89 — STAND 1432 


TRANSAT LTD. 


Berrycroft House, Ashbury Nr Swindon SN6 8LX, England 
Tel: (0793) 71353/452 — Fax No (0793) 71264 
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~--ONE-STOP-SATELLITE-SUPERS TORE 


Dimensions 36 cms - 14 ins Wide 
6.5 cms - 2% ins Height 
29 cms — 11% ins Depth 


De Coder plus 1 Card ............ 
De Coder plus 2 Cards. 


Additional Cards 


ee aTiBLE 
EUROPE & UK COMPATIBLE 


io — — — Be 
This decoder decodes stations which require subscriptions. Full details of subscription application forms are provided — where possible. This is 
an ongoing decoder and is not offered as an alternative to subscription to the channels concerned. 
PREMIERE SUBSCRIPTION FEE - £75 P.A— SUBSCRIPTION FORM ENCLOSED. . = | 


mS = 20 0 9 YW cece to Receive ALL ASTRA’S 16 CHANNELS. 
hs thd RIGHT PRICE, RIGHT QUALITY, RIGHT FOR YOU. 


ASTRANOMIC VALUE 
XT1000 pe 
e 60cm OFFSET DISH 
\ Fixed/Wall/Chimney Mount) 
i \) . e DUAL POLARITY LNB 
<A © 20m CABLE Inc. Connectors (DIY OR £60 FOR 
AS e DECODER COMPATIBLE INSTALLATION) 


e ADD £50 FOR REMOTE TUNER 


NS fF 2 DY cece asvouco. uPGRADEABLE ALL-SATELLITE SYSTEM 
wy i aa | THE SYSTEM THAT GROWS WITH YOU. 


© ROTARY TUNER 
XT2000 © 90cm POLARMOUNT DISH 
e PARIS POLAROTOR 
riba ° TDD cas for Super Power (DIY OR £150 FOR 
COW ene HemptLNB). INSTALLATION) | 


an e 20m RIBBON CABLE Inc. Connectors 
v e ADD £149 TO MOTORISE 


FOR THE ULTIMATE SATELLITE SYSTEM. 
)}@ @ MOTORISED WITH ALL-IN-ONE ECHOSTAR TUNER/POSITIONER. 
THE YUPPIE SOLUTION — DON’T LEAVE THE CHAIR. 


90cm POLARMOUNT DISH 
XT3000 e MOTOR ARM ¢ 
e SELECTED LNB 7 q 9 
art (ADD £99 for Super Power Hempt LNB) 
onenti ABLE —_@ PARIS POLAROTOR (DIY OR £200 FOR 
<arcd rx) eh e 20m RIBBON CABLE Inc. Connectors INSTALLATION) 
RS EQner © ADD £149 for New Echostar 5500 with 
pew On-Screen Graphics & Stereo Sound. 
Lil T 7,18 ms eo Ty y iy 
LINE AMPS —_F-CONNECTORS BL Fe \ ve, Wh a | 
SPLITTERS  N-CONNECTORS | INNOVATION HOUSE, ans inal ld 
| DISHES FtoNCONNECTORS | ALBANY PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HI 0 u ; CH 
| RECEIVERS N to F CONNECTORS FRIMLEY ROAD, CAMBERLEY, 
} CABLE CRIMP TOOLS | SURREY. GU15 2PL. ENGLAND 4 
So pil cathy METERS | SALES (0276) 22677/29219 FAX - (0276) 684716 | 
gl ait se | ya ORDER WELCOME 
| 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 
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ECHOSPHERE 


MAIN DISTRIBUTOR 
UK. 


Boe 
5 ei 


Z ASTRA SYSTEMS a 
ASTRA NOW Al AVAILABLE * 


ECHOSTAR . 
Fi cs a 


ECHOSTAR 
‘SR4500 SYSTEMS 


WHITE @ ROSE 
SATELLITE 
SYSTEMS LTD 


MILLSHAW, RING ROAD BEESTON, LEEDS LS11 8EG TEL: (0532) 711888 557 > (UNIMAC G) FAX: (0532) 718188 


SATELLITE TELEVISION IS HERE TO Ad a 


are pleased to announce that due to the overwhelming success 
A the new Need 


RAI ji ial 
Tali il 


Extra dates have ken asinend to spy the citi and Practical 


For full details 4 our rca cece 1 day eases Phone: 


01 -550 2256 


or write for further information to | 
ing, 137 Beehive Lane, Ilford, Essex IG4 5DR or Fax.01-554 4725 


THE FUTURE HAS ARRIVED 
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TEMG {ff ee 


RS aia Sy: 
KI on RECEIVER 


POWER a PARENTAL 
ft t SEY up 


POSITION POL iw 
VERT Maw 


POLARITY 
VERT 


FUNCTION Pred ] coe 


AUX | 
VY Amy » \ 


Europe’s fastest selling 
Satellite TV system 


System SX from Connexions, combines the top of 
the range, fully remote Skyscan K]1 receiver/ 
positioner, with the highly successful CX1200 
motorised offset parabolic dish package creating a 
superb satellite TV system capable of receiving all 
sixteen channels at an unbeatable price! 


SYSTEM PRICE — . 
RETAILIN. VAT (99) 


To find out more about this great combination, 
phone for your nearest distributor — NOW! 


SYSTEM SX y 


F ROM CONNEXIONS 


Connexic outh Mimms Distribution Centre, Huggins Lane, Welham Green, Herts, AL9 7LE. Tel: 07072 72091 


Sorry about Super 


| READ Barry Fox's article about 
SuperChannel, and found it hilarious. 
| live near Cologne in West Germany, 
and am connected to cable. 

Please, could you let me know if 
the German cable network will be 
transmitting any more English 
language programmes in the near 
future? We are contracted for 
cable for 10 years — and the quality 
of the English-speaking SuperChannel 
is diabolical. But when your native 
language is English, and when living 
abroad you tend to tune in. — G 
O’Nyons, W Germany 


Sorry, we have no news of more 
English language channels for 
German cable — and the future of 
SuperChannel is far from clear. Stay 
tuned for more details. 


What's going on? 


THERE HAS been a sudden and 
sharp degradation of the signal 
quality of MTV, ScreenSport, Lifestyle 
and Children’s Channel in this part of 
Switzerland. These are popular 
programmes which draw significant 
audiences in Europe. 

The development of international 
satellite television broadcasting as an 
industry depends upon the provision 
of a reliable and continuous service 
to audiences which have made 
important investments in receiving 
equipment in order to receive these 
channels. 

We hope that action can be taken 
to improve reception of these 
programmes in Europe without delay. 
— Robert Posey, Dully. 


The drop in signal strength follows 
the re-positioning of the Intelstat V 
west spot beam. Sadly, you'll not be 
able to recoup picture quality from 
this satellite, unless you invest in a far 
larger dish. 


Wild about wrestling 


| WOULD be very grateful if you 
could let me have the address of the 
National Wrestling Alliance (shown 
on Screensport as ‘World Wide 
Wrestling’) and any other NWA 
information (ie, fan clubs, magazines, 
etc). 

Over the past months | have 
become a great fan and would like to 
contact several of the wrestlers and 
also try to keep up-to-date on events. 
— Betty Knott, Somerset. 


Catching the pinfalls 


| READ your article about wrestling in 
What Satellite and was deeply 
interested, since | am a wrestler. | 
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Federation action weekends on Sky. 


would like to know if | could buy any 
of the pictures, especially the front 
page with ‘macho man’ and 
Elizabeth. 

Could you also tell me how to buy 
the video tapes and supply an 
address for American wrestling 
magazines or the WWF or any other 
associations. — R Williams, Hull. 


Unfortunately, we’ve been unable to 
secure a reliable contact address for 
the NWA. Screensport actually buys 
its programming from a distributor, 
not the company itself, and so has no 
useful contacts. 

The World Wrestling Federation is 
easier to locate. You can contact 
them at Titan Sports, Public Relations 
Dept, 1055 Summer Street, PO Box 
3857, Stamford, CT 06905, USA. Tell 
them What Satellite sent you. 

The NWA video tapes, The Great 
American Bash and Lords Of The 
Ring, are distributed in the UK by 
Vestron Video. Contact them on O1- 
379 0221. 

Finally, if you’re really keen, 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
Send $22 (international money 
order) to TV Sports, Box 48, Dept 
PWI1, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
USA. Allow two months for delivery. 


SMILING TO myself, | read Robert 
Howard's article in December's What 
Satellite regarding the invasion of 
spiders taking up residence in an 
IRTE polarotor. 

Switching on my satellite system to 
watch a film on Premiere one 


US wrestling villains Outlaw Ron Buss and the Honky Tonk Man 


team for World Wrestling 


evening, | was surprised to see. a 
mass of sparklies on the screen; the 
picture was hardly visible. The other 
channels on both satellites were the 
same. 

Having spent the next hour. or so 
checking various plugs and leads, | 
decided to take a walk up the garden 
to the dish. All plugs and connections 
seemed fine; the only other possibility 
was the LNB had gone faulty. 

Taking a closer look there was a 
spider's web at the end of the feed 
horn — a spider had taken up 
residence inside the polarotor. 

It was soon evicted, and picture 
quality restored. About a week later 
the same problem occurred, but this 
time | knew exactly what it was and 
sure enough the little rascal had 
returned. 

| came to the conclusion, like 
yourself, to make. its home as 
inhospitable as possible. After some 
thought | decided to coat the inside 
of the polarotor with petroleum jelly 
(Vaseline) but even this didn’t solve 
the problem. 

After weeks of hassle, | finally 
cured the problem with a piece. of 
cling-film stretched across the feed. | 
can now sit back and enjoy perfect 
pictures without my weekly trek up 
the garden path. — S Jones, 
Porth. 


Robert Howard says: ‘Cling-film is 
prone to condensation, which will 
wreck your pictures as sure as a nest 
of spiders. | have still to find anything 
pes effective than a squirt of WD 
40.’ 
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[_] BEFORE IT adjourned, the US Con- 
gress gave American satellite dish 
owners a present: a law that guaran- 
tees access to the programmes of the 
three commercial TV networks, and the 
nation’s TV super stations to viewers 
who live outside their broadcast signals 
and beyond the reach of cable. 

The Satellite Home Viewer Copy- 
right Act also stiffened the penalties for 
signal piracy to five years in jail and/or 
a $500,000 fine for the first offence. At 
the same time it sidetracked a bill which 
would have increased the number of 
packages of satellite programming to 
dish owners in the interest of reducing 
programme costs. 

At present, all but two of the suppli- 
ers of programme packages to dish 
owners are financially involved in the 
cable industry, either as subsidiaries of 
cable companies or as businesses al- 
most completely dependent on the 
goodwill of cable operators. 

The bill, authored by Senator Albert 
Gore, would have required program- 
mers to deal with so-called ‘third party’ 
programmers who have no ties to the 
cable industry, on the theory that com- 
petition between cable-orientated and 
independent packagers would result in 
loweréprices and more attractive offer- 
ings to viewers. 


[.] WHERE — SPANISH-language 


soundtracks are available for the mov- 
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Robert Angus reports 
from the US on, among 
other things, a new 
satellite channel for 
farmers which 
broadcasts cattle 
auctions 


ies it schedules, premium movie chan- 
nel Home Box Office plans to 
broadcast them using a digital audio 
sub-carrier on its satellite transpondor. 

HBO engineering vice-president Ed 
Horowitz explains that cable operators 
are able to use the second language 
channel in one of three ways. By 
encoding it with HBO’s stereo audio in 


Where’s the beef? America’s satellite capacity is under used — except by cattle traders. 


the format used by a growing number 
of commercial TV stations; by putting 
the movie on a second cable channel 
with Spanish-only audio; or by using 
an FM radio frequency for an FM-TV 
simulcast. 

The second language is not avail- 
able to owners of satellite antennae 
who receive HBO directly from satel- 
lite. The digital signal is encoded using 
a technique developed by Wegener 
Engineering which is not available to 
home dish owners. 

Horowitz added that HBO has 
shelved plans to experiment with im- 
proved or enhanced NTSC standard 
TV signals. The company had hoped to 
use some.sort of improved signal, such 
as Faroudja Laboratories’ Super 
NTSC, on an experimental basis by the 
end of 1988. Horowitz now believes 
that interim steps, particularly those 
which involve the purchase of new 
equipment on the part of the viewer, 
are undesirable. 


[_] THE LATEST Federal Communica- 
tions Commission report on satellite 
transpondor use tells dish owners 
something most already know — that 
transpondor supply in the US vastly 
outstrips transpondor use, and the situ- 
ation is worst in the KU-band. Accord- 
ing to the FCC, 53 per cent of all KU 
transpondors and 34.6 percent of C- 
band channels were unused in July, the 
latter up from 32.3 per centin January. 


[_] RFD-TV, a satellite-delivered televi- 
sion network intended for rural families 
who own satellite dishes, launched on 
September 1. The network includes 
many of the features found on other 
advertiser-supported networks — 
news, game shows, feature movies, 
syndicated reruns, weather — but all of 
it has a country flavour. 

The newscasts will include commod- 
ity prices, reports from RFD-TV bu- 
reaux in Washington, Chicago, Kansas 
City and Fresno, as well as its main 
studio in Omaha, plus reports on sto- 
ries which affect American farmers 
from anywhere on the globe. The 
network also plans to air live cattle 
auctions, where viewers can bid by 
telephone or personal computer @ 
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Rediffusion VS 
Uniden for Astra 


I am considering purchasing a 

satellite TV system, but I have 
several points of which I am uncertain. 
The channels which I am interested in 
are Screensport, as I am very 
interested in motor sport, 
Superchannel, Children’s Channel, Sky 
and Cable News Network (CNN). 

We know Sky Channel is going to 
Astra. But, have you any knowledge 
about other channels going to Astra, 
or will they be staying with Intelsat and 
Eutelsat? 

Also, I have read and enjoyed the 
article on the Uniden UST-7007 
receiver, which can receive Eutelsat, 
Astra and DBS. But a salesman stated 
that Rediffusion’s RSR-50 receiver 
could pick up the same transmissions 
as the Uniden. Is this true? 

Back to Astra, and Amstrad 
Fidelity’s £299 stereo system — are 
these actually available now or do we 
have to wait until February? 

Also, you have quoted Alan Sugar 
as saying that ‘MAC’ doesn’t exist, so 
‘if we had a module fitted to an 
Amstrad receiver will it pick up Mac 
transmissions? 

Finally, we live in the Lake District. 
Do we need a Prime Focus 1.8 dish, 
or would an offset 1.5 or 1.2 be as 
efficient? — Stuart Grant, Cumbria. 


A In your letter you say Sky 
Channel is going over to Astra 
when it is successfully launched in 
December. What will actually happen is 
that five new channels will evolve from 
the old Sky Channel format, (News, 
Movies, Disney, Eurosport and an 
upgraded version of the Sky general 
entertainment channel). 

Sky Channel is now known as Sky 
Television and is currently building a 
massive studio and transmission 
complex in Osterley (the only 4 channel 
TV centre in Europe). 

As for the other channels going over 
— there are plenty of rumours — 
however, Premiere, MTV, CNN and 
the Children’s Channel might well have 
missed the boat. Mac Encryption will be 
used rather than PAL on these 
channels. 

The Uniden UST-7007 is an excellent 
product, as is the Rediffusion RSR5O. 
The Uniden system with the UNIDEN 
UST-980 LNB will be able to choose 
DBS frequencies (11-7GHZ to 
12.5GHZ). The Rediffusion system will 
require a change of LNB. 

The Amstrad system is not available 
yet and the big question on everyones lips 
is ‘Can Alan Sugar deliver on time and 
if so, ts there a good product supply?” 

Alan Sugar’s opinion as to the 
necessity of using Mac Encryption in 
any form, only to convert it back to 
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GOT a query about 
satellite TV? Send 
your questions to our 
consultant engineer 
-Andrew Demetriou, 
c/o What Satellite, 
57-59 Rochester 
Place, London NWI 
9JU, and we'll 
publish the answers in 
these pages. 


PAL again is debatable, but I feel I have 
to agree with him. 

Maybe in a couple of years MAC TV's 
and MAC chips will be generally 
available... 

As for your location, a good 1.2m or 
1.5m will be more than adequate for 
your location. But of course, if you wait 
for the Amstrad system you won't be able 
to receive Intelsat or Eutelsat, just 
Astra. The dish will be too small. 

Tf you buy the larger system now, you 
can receive all available satellites, plus 
others to come. 


Spain, Spain, Spain 


I’m considering starting up a 

business in Spain, installing 
community Satellite TV systems in 
apartment or townhouse blocks, and in 
‘Urbanizations’ (Housing 
Developments). 

Your magazine is oriented almost 
exclusively to individual installations 
for which the equipment is obviously 
quite unsuitable to my needs. Could 
you put me onto any dealers who 


specialise in the area I’m interested in? 

My background is of many years of 
communication system design, at 
frequencies from DC to light, but my 
Satcom background is entirely in US 
Government and Military designs. 
What I need right now is literature 
defining and describing European 
Satellite systems, operating standards 
and capabilities. Certainly such data is 
impossible to come by in Spain. Could 
you possibly let me know about 
sources of such literature in the UK, 
and, if possible, titles? 

I really would be most obliged if you 
could help me. — I. A. Fairnington, 
Alicante, Spain. 


A To start a business in Spain you 
must obtain a thorough 


understanding of RF distribution 
systems, both VHF and UHF. There 
are not many books on this sulyect but 
try ‘MATV DESIGN’ by Labgear. On 
the satellite front there are more books 
available, try ‘KU BAND 
INSTALLATION AND THEORY’ by 
Bayline & Gale and also by the same 
publisher ‘SMATV OFF AIR & 
SATELLITE. Look for distributors of 
these publications within the advertising 
pages of What Satellite. 


Big dishes in 
Lanzarote 


We live in the Canary Islands. I 
would like to know if it is 
possible to receive TV by Satellite 
here, what equipment is required and 
also where I can obtain it? — Don Hall, 
Lanzarote, Canary Isles. 


A Eutelsat 13° east is available in 
the Canary Islands, although a 
rather large antenna is necessary. 
Without the use of special commercial 
low threshold receivers, 5.5m is the 
smallest you could use and even using 
this size, you will be close to threshold 
(1-2db over). 

With a kind and considerate bank 
manager and plenty of space anything ts 
possible. . . 


Rediffusion RSR50 — right receiver for Lakeland viewing? 


a7 


Looking for 
hidden birds 


Q I have recently upgraded my 
satellite system with a 1.3-1.4 
HEMT LNB and a Connexions 
CX8520R Receiver, which gives me 
good stereo, from a 1.2 Offset Dish. 

Apart from thestwo main TV 
satellites, I like to look at the little 
used ones between 13° East and 27° 
West to see unscheduled sport and 
news. They can be very interesting 
because you can see and hear the 
camera crew and studio staff — and 
discover what happens when the TV 
channel goes for a commercial break. 

However, is it dangerous to look at 
these obscure satellites? 

Is it possible to overload a satellite 
receiver with too strong a signal? — J. 
L. Watson, Wakefield, West Yorks. 


I’m very glad to hear that you 
A use your system to explore the 
skies for interesting transmissions, 
(much more exciting than the published 
programmes, eh?) 

As for overloading a receiver — yes it 
is possible, although unlikely on your 
system. The tell-tale signs are black 
specks similar to the sparklies you get 
with weak signals. 

Most receivers have an input range of 
-30dBm to -70m. The problem normally 
arises when a line amplifier is inserted 
in the wrong position. 


Is Amstrad good 
value at £199? 


I am thinking of getting one of 
the Amstrad dish receiver kits, 
as it seems very good value at £199. 
However, as it uses the standard PAL 


Will Amstrad’s bargain kit be a good PAL 
or be overtaken by MAC? 
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A 1.2m dish can eavesdrop on the broadcaster’s private links. 


TV system, will I be able to pick up the 
other 12 Astra channels, that might 
employ the D-Mac or D2-Mac 
transmission standard? — R. 
Staintorth, Herts. 


The Amstrad system will receive 

the transmissions from the first 
five channels of Sky Television, which 
will broadcast in PAL. Other 
broadcasts may use PAL too, or D-Mac 
(or D2-Mac) and will require a 
separate MAC decoder, which could 
retail at around £250. 

It is difficult to predict when these 

decoders will be available, but late ’89 
early ’90 is a fair guestimate. 


Dishing up Spanish 
Satellite TV 


I wish to investigate the 

possibilities of obtaining Spanish 
television into my home through 
satellite, and have very little idea as to 
how to go about this, and the cost 
involved. 

Can you tell me briefly the 
possibilities, the likely cost, the risks if 
any (in terms of the technology being 
overtaken etc.)? — G. S. Leech, W. 
Sussex. 


At present there is only one 
Spanish Channel available which 
is TVE on Eutelsat 10° east. 

To tune in, just find SKY on 13° and 
move the dish to the right, TVE should 
appear very quickly. (SKY and TVE use 
the same frequency). 

Why just stick to Spanish TV? For a 
little extra, you can buy a motorized 
system and recewe all available 
channels. 

Read What Satellite for the system 
reviews and contact the Confederation 
of Aerial Industries in London on 01- 
828 0625 who will put you in touch 
with a reputable installer. 


Which installation 
equation is best? 


After attending an installation 

course recently with 
representatives from Micro-X and 
IRTE, I was given a formula for the 
calculation of the offset declination 
angle for polar mounts, which. differs 
from an equivalent formula as given by 
the Baylin & Gayle KU Band Satellite 
TV Manual. 

As both bodies dispute the accuracy 
of their counterpart’s formulae, I 
thought I would consult you to 
authenticate between the two. 

I have worked through each equation 
with a given latitude of 53.78°N 
(Kirkham), and found a discrepancy of 
0.6° between the two. Since I will be 
using an inclinometer accurate to 0.2°, 
the money spent on it may be wasted 
without the correct formula. 

I also have difficulty in obtaining an 
accurate magnetic variation figure for 
my area whether I consult an airport, 
map maker or airforce installation. 
Could you help. me out? — Paul 
Sweeney, Kirkham, Lancs. 


A The winner of this confrontation 
is in no doubt, it’s Micro X/ 
IRTE. Their equation takes into 
account the modified angle needed for 
accurate polar arc tracking and 
alignment. 

The 0.6° you found is the difference in 
angles necessary for a modified offset 
angle, the edges of the alignment will fall 
past the actual polar arc, and if you are 
tracking 60° east this could prove a 
problem. 

The magnetic variation is very 
difficult to get spot on. A 6° variation ts 
as close as you will need. Actual true 
South ts best found by using the dish 
method of polar mounting until you can 
track the polar arc accurately. 
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GREENWICH SATELLITE ESPANA SA \ GREENWICH SATELITE PORTUGUESA 
Batalla del Salado, ; 3800 Aveiro, 


42-28045 Madrid, he F if Rua Luis Gomes de Carvalho 35, 
Spain. Telephone: 2390815/4677213 4 Portugal. 
Fax: 4677213. « el Telephone: 21012 
GREENWICH 
SATELLITE 


State-of-the-art satellite receiving systems superbly complemented by comprehensive, 
efficient and reliable customer service. 
Greenwich Satellite Limited, 62-64 Beresford Street, London SE18 6BG. Telephone: 01-316 4422. 
Contact: John Braund 


APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR DISTRIBUTORSHIPS 
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FCHOSTARA SS sh -ss00 


- 'THEECHOSTAR SR-5500_- 


You're about to discovera wholenewera And our vision didn’t stop at features. 
in European satellite television with the We also pre-programmed all European satel- 
Echostar SR-5500—the European receiver lites and programs for ea8y installation. When 
that offers you revolutionary technology with _ new satellites or programs become available, 


: ‘ the convenience of full-function infrared the SR-5500 allows you to add these services. 
t ... remote control, Plus, the SR-5500 is MAC-compatible. 
With push-button ease, you can access : Me 
\ features including: With the Echostar SR-5500, we’re not just 
es -/100 Favorite Video Programs thinking about today’s satellite television, 
’ . ». Qn-ScreenGraphics We’re also thinking about tomorrow’s oppor- 
‘ * Parental Lockout ©, tunities. Welcome to the new era. A 
* Built-in VCR Timer ook 
* 50 Favorite Audio Programs uN 
«Stereo Geos) Lh 


For the location of your nearest distributor, contact us today at: 


Echosphere International Tel: 31-10-428-6517 a 

Smirnoffweg, 3 FAX: 31-10-429-6163 FGHOSPHERE 2 BZ 

3088 HE Rotterdam, The Netherlands Telex: 28050 VITR NL IN Z. z 
t t > 3 

Rotterdam and Fight U.S. Locations Nation: » Echostar™ isa registered trademark of Echosphere Corp. : ©1988,,.Echosphere International. 


_ Distributed * Micro X, London Office Unit 2. Drury Way. Ind-Est:, Laxcon Close, Neasden, London NW10 OTG, Tel:/01-459 1200. Fax: 01-459 0110. Telex: 915866. 
4 Micro X< Feeds: Satellite aes Box Farftr Road, Beeston Royds Farm Ind. Est., Leeds [ES12 6DX. Tel: 0532 310929 


<4 ~ Here all the top brass in charge of 


the venture sit by telephones, 
watching TV screens which monitor 
the rocket with remote control 
cameras. 

Three-quarters of an hour before 
ignition, extra rockets built into the 
satellites, which are now stored deep 
in the nose cone of the rocket, are 
armed. 

These are the rockets which will 
later be used to kick the satellite from 
the low orbit where it is dumped by 
the rocket, into its final, high 
geostationary orbit. 

Modern satellites use liquid motors, 
but Astra and the military satellite 
Skynet, which is going up on the 
same Ariane rocket, rely on solid fuel. 

With liquid fuel, control engineers 
can manoeuvre the satellite into. the 
correct orbital position, by turning the 
motors on and off. With solid fuel 
there are no second chances. They 
ignite, burn and are finished forever. 

With six minutes to go, the mission 
controllers hand over to a computer. 
With no risk of human error and split 
second timing, the computer waits 
until the last five seconds before 
releasing the pipes which must keep 
topping up the rocket with the 
pein liquid hydrogen and oxygen 

el. 

By now the press have ripped off 
their headphones and run out of the 
room to a balcony overlooking the 
launch site. Loudspeakers boom out 
the final stages of the countdown. 

But on the first night, it didn’t 
happen that way... 


\. launch time approaches, the 
local weather station report is 


cloud overhead. If the clouds are 
electrically charged they can cause a 
lightning strike on the rocket. 

This generates a surge of electricity 
through its metal body, which fries all 
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The 11% ton Astra satellite is 
now in geostationary orbit. 


the front end electronics. So the 
rocket loses its guidance system. 

This happened once with a Titan 
rocket in America, which was hit by 
lightning as it lifted off and veered 
sideways like a Cruise missile. 

The Astra-Ariane countdown starts 
and then stops again. Mission 
Control is getting crazy readings from 
10 sensors which monitor the 
temperature of the liquid hydrogen 
and oxygen fuel. 

The crew realises the sensors 
cannot all be wrong. So it has to be 
the ‘acquisition unit’ which collects all 
the data from all the sensors, and 
transmits it to the control centre. 

The only way to get at the 
acquisition unit is to drain off all the 
hydrogen and oxygen fuel. This 
takes around six hours, so the launch 
is cancelled for the night. 


| post-launch party, however, 


around the swimming pool at the 
best hotel in Kourou (which is not 
saying very much) cannot bey 
cancelled. There is now rain and high 
winds, which would have been 
another reason for cancelling the 
launch. Wind can blow a rocket 
off course. The party is a miserable 
affair. 

By launch time next day there is 
good news. The engineers have 
drained the tanks, replaced the 
telemetry unit, and are now re-filling 
the tanks ready for a launch that 
night. 

The fact that 100 VIPs must leave 
tomorrow is a powerful incentive to 
get the job done. On one occasion 
President Mitterand came to Kourou, 
and saw a rocket explode. 

That evening everyone 
reassembles at the Space Centre, 
same time, same place. The 
commentators have run out of 
anything useful to say, so just waffle. 

The countdown starts, passes the six 
minute mark and goes into fully 
automated computer control. 

With two minutes to go the press 
run outside onto the balcony to 
watch. But nothing happens. 

The countdown has been stopped 


with just 26 seconds to go. The 
controllers think a fuel valve is sticking. 

There's a pause, the clock starts 
again. 


A. zero there is deathly silence. 
Then a distant glow, which 
quickly turns into a red inferno. For a 
lifetime, which is actually just three 
and a half seconds, the rocket sits on 
its tail while the engines gather 
power. 

Then, for just 10 seconds, it lifts 
vertically. After that it pitches sideways 
to fly out over the Atlantic Ocean 
and off towards Africa. 

But still there is deathly silence. The 
sound is still travelling towards us. 

Finally, after what seems like an 
age of lifetimes, we hear a deep 
throated roar. 

As the flaming tube rises slowly in a 
curved arc, all the time straining 
against earth’s gravity, there are 
explosions as the extra fuel boosters 
burn out and are blown to pieces 
before they fall to earth. 

So far no-one has said anything. 
All are too busy watching the end of 
the world from a safe distance. All the 
power of hell is packed into those 
fuel tanks, and there is‘a fine line 
between super fast burning, as 
planned, and a disastrous explosion. 

Now there is applause. After three 
minutes, there is another flash of light 
as the first stage of the rocket burns 
out and is blown off. Then an even 
bigger flash as the second stage 
ignites. 

Sighs of relief turn to more 
applause. Two minutes later there is 
another controlled explosion as the 
second stage burns out and the third 
stage ignites. 

By now the rocket has climbed so 
high that it is just a spot of light in the 
sky. A few seconds later it is gone 
forever and is being tracked by the 
first of three radar stations across the 
Atlantic. 

The world’s most expensive 
fireworks display is over, after just six 


«minutes. 


After 18 minutes, Ariane reaches 
the low orbit in which it will dump the 
satellites. Two minutes later the 
military satellite Skynet is released, like 
the first pea from a pod. Four 
minutes later Astra pops out. 

There are cheers. Men hug each 
other.‘ Women cry. Even the Ministry 
of Defence officials look briefly 
human. 

Afterwards there is another party, 
this time in a nightclub. So we are 
denied the traditional sight of 
Ariane’s boss being thrown in the 
pool. 

Everyone gets very drunk. In a 
comer, Steve Maine is still listening to 
an ear-bender and still saying no. The 
television revolution has begun @ 
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TME ORIGINAL GUIDE FOR SATELLITE DEALERS THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 


The Satellite Dealers Directory 


DEALERS — TO PARTICIPATE CONTACT ANDREW COTTINGHAM ON 01-485 0011 


LONDON EAST ANGLIA CHESHIRE Cont. [mm ESSEX Cont. | 


WING 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Satellite T.V 
Systems supplied and installed 
— Low Prices — 

. Demonstrations/Site Surveys 
available 
For information ring: 01-237 4837 


PADSTAR LTD. 


Complete systems at 
unbeatable prices 


E.G. Echostar SR4500 
at £599 + VAT 
Trade enquiries welcome 


TEL: 01-558 9232/9215 


N OwsS AT. SATELLITE 


“Up to,a quality — Not down to a price” 
The UK's No. 1 dealer for Chaparral Communications | 


Specialises in: 
Integrated Satellite/Hi-Fi/\VCR Message Systems, 
RIC Hidden Systems 
Commercial systems for Ad agencies, broadcasters etc. 


Our forte is the luxury home where careful workmanship 
and quality are paramount 


NOWSAT SAT SYSTEMS 
10 Campbell Road, Hanwell, London W7 3EA. 
Tel: 01-840 5007 


SACELLICE 
SCOPE 


u 
8 ie sm for home & commercial use 
le supply and distribute quality systems from £195 


e ease rent from only £30 pi 
@ Also enquiries on teleerel me close circuit TV for 
home & one use welcome 
For more information 
ru warty oly: High Street, London W8 59T 
4704/01-679 9238 


Fax: 01-318 4214 


TO BE SEEN IN THIS 
SPACE CALL 


ANDREW COTTINGHAM 
ON 01-485 0011 


a. E—. a8 
SAT Lb = 
Satellite s\ pt supply at unbeatable 
prices. Full manufacturers guarantee. Pro- 
fessional installation service available. 


CALL 01-451 3061 


01-453 0871 
HOME DEMONSTRATION AVAILABLE 
LL AREAS COVERED 
INSTALLATIONS CONTRACT TO TRADE 


THE-SATELLITE- PEOPLE 


NOBODY DOES IT BETTER 
Norwich (0603) 700384 


MILDENHALL SATELLITE 
SERVICES 


Servicing, supplies, decoders and 
professional advice 


“Just one call and we install” 
HIRE FACILITY 


Tel: 0638 712036 


Licenced Credit Brokers 


DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND SERVICE 
OF 60cm/90cm SATELLITE T.V. SYSTEMS 
RETAIL AND TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


TELEPHONE (0502) 561528 
COLLINS & SMITH = EST.1929 


unicolour. 


UNIT 18 HARVEST DRIVE 
LOWESTOFT SUFFOLK U.K 


PF SATURN SOUND 
& COMMUNICATIONS 


Expert help and advice from 
The Satellite Professionals 
Complete systems supplied & installed 


TEL: 0761-417039 


Unit 4, Old Mills Industrial Estate 
Paulton, Bristol BS18 5SU. 


AVON SATELLITE T.V. 


* Full motorised systems 
* Installation from £50 

* 55cm-1.5m dishes 

* D.LY. kits available 

* Decoders 

* Free site surveys 


Phone for details 
Tel: 0272 327494 


BERKSHIRE 


race communications Itd. 
Manual satellite systems from £595, Motorized 
from £772, Computerized from £1125 or on 
rental from £30 per month. 
Installation £150-£200 (typical) 


EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM FACILITIES 
Open Monday-Friday 10am to 5 pm. 
Saturday 10am to 1pm 
or ring for a full information package. 

23, Victoria Road, South Ascot, Berkshire SL5 9DD. 
Tel. Ascot (0990) 21531 


HALTON AERIAL SERVICES 


We supply and fit all types of satellite 
systems from 
£199.00 + VAT 
FREE SITE SURVEY 


For further information telephone 
PAUL ANTROBUS ON 051 423 3676 
or CAR PHONE 0860 367688 


01-485 0011 


MEGASAT — SECT 


SAT VISION. 
re ALITE T.V, SYSTEMS 
pointed SKYSCAN distributor 
AR - DRAKE — ROCKDALE - 
REDIFFUSION 
OWN SYSTEM INSTALLATION 
Site Survey and Video Presentation A pleasure 
Finance available. Details on Request 
SAT VISION 
Satelite House, 278 Wellington Road South, 
ockport, Cheshire SK2 6ND 
Tel; 061-480 4546 
SYSTEM SAT VISION “NO.I IN THE NORTH 


DERBYSHIRE 


S foyp- & 
S, 


ATELLITE & ALARM SERVICES 
SATELLITE TV, INSTALLATIONS, 
SALES & SERVICE 
RE-SITING — RE-ALIGNMENT 
— FREE SITE SURVEYS - 

ALL AREAS COVERED 
SPECIALIST INSTALLERS TO THE TRADE 
ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


0602 307867 207645 
Finance Arranged (24 Hrs) 


DEVONSHIRE 


WEST-TEC 


ELECTRONICS | 
SATELLITE T.V. DISTRIBUTORS 
* CONNEXIONS SATELLITE 
TELEVISION 
SOUTH WEST DISTRIBUTORS 
* DIRECT SALES IN PORTUGAL 
West Tec Electronics, 
Satellite House, 
87 Mutley Plain, Plymouth. 
Tel: (0752) 


SOUTH WEST SATELLITE 


— Commercial and Domestic 
Systems Supplied 
— High Quality Ne Seg From 


— All TVRO sorieindes and accessories 
competitively priced 
— Trade enquiries welcomed 
For further information call 


Tel: 0626 865633 


DORSET 


Skytech 
Communications Ltd. 


THE SOUTH COAST 
SATELLITE PROFESSIONALS 


Unit 4, 
Link 35 Nuffield Ind. Estate, 
Poole, Dorset. 
Tel: (0202) 684140 


PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATIONS AND 
AFTER SALES SERVICE 


MINI DISH TO FULL MOTORIZED SYSTEM 
FOR SITE SURVEY PHONE OR CALL-FOR 
DEMONSTRATION AT 
NORTH WEALD VIDEO 
52 HIGH ROAD, NORTHWEALD, ESSEX 
TEL. (037882) 3193 


NS = 


ASKYL INK's 


"SATELLITE TV SYSTEMS 
BASIC TO Puy REMOTE CONTROL 


TEL: SOUTHEND (0702) 613864 
24 hour 
FREE ADVICE/QUOTE 


DOUBLE IDENTITY LTD 


For your professional choice in 
satellite T.V. 

For further information 
please call: 
01-550 2255 
137 Beehive Lane, 
Ilford, Essex IG4 5DR. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


; >, || Moorend Lane 
ter Gelding | Slinnbridge 


(Satellite T.V.) Glos. GL2 7DG 
Supply and Installation of a wide range of 
selected systems. 

For demonstration, survey, advice and 
quotation telephone: 
045389-316 or 
Gloucester (0452) 21043 


GREATER MANCHESTER 
‘aiiggsat. 


SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PHONE 
061-428 6977 


BRYANTS 


Satellite Systems 


HAMPSHIRE’S 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
CONNEXIONS 
RING BILL BRYANT 

ON ALDERSHOT 


20728 
BONA FIDE TRADE 
TRAINING AVAILABLE 
ENQUIRIES INVITED 


Alpha Satellite Services 


We supply ‘and install top quality 
systems at competitive prices. 
For free demonstration, quotation 
and expert advice call: 

Mike Hebberd BEng(Hon) on 
Horndean (0705) 596243 
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The Satellite Dealers Directory 


DEALERS — TO PARTICIPATE CONTACT ANDREW COTTINGHAM ON 01-485 0011 


HAMPSHIRE Cont. MERSEYSIDE NOTTS. Cont. / WEST SUSSEX 
SATELLITE WORLD 


AERIAL & CABLE SYSTEMS (Satellite Division) 


* Installers & Suppliers for Satellite & TV Distribution 
Systems for Domestic, Trade & Industry 


* Consultancy & Planning Service for Single Outlets/ 
Whole Towns 


* Approved Installers for Thorn/EMI, Ferguson & Saturn 
International 


* Established 35 years in TV Industry 


NEW SHOWROOM 26A, Caledonian Road, 
Chichester, West Sussex. 
Tel: Chichester (0243) 533319 


SCOTLAND _ 


FOR THE BEST IN HOMEVIEW 
SATELLITE es 


TouR Nm Usir.vs | MERSEYSIDE SAT. CON. LTD.| |P AND M SATELLITE 


YST! PPLIED, INSTALLED, REPAIRED 
SYSTEMS NEXIDNS AND SRYSCAN A Satellite T.V. Installed 
: Basic Astra to fully remote systems 
Telephone Hayling Island LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS ALL DAY + Highly coinpeltive prices v 
(0705) 461683 CALL IN AND SEE WHAT YOU ARE BUYING 


‘ FREE EXPERT ADVICE % All work fully guaranteed 
or write to: SYSTEMS SUPPLIED, INSTALLED, REPAIRED * Finance available 


ALL OF OUR INSTALLATIONS FULLY GUARANTEED : F 
HAYLING ISLAND. AND FITTED BY PROFESSIONALS Telephone: Mansfield 


HAMPSHIRE PO11 9EU 


next generation reception 051-525 3008 or 051-480 3606 


THE SATELLITE COMPANY 


G. A. rio ny Hine Ln, WITH EXPERTISE Satelite Systems from 
Maidstone LARGE AND SMALL Echostar 1.2m Fully Remote ENTERTAINMENT Z 
( DISH ere Decoders All Channels GETTO 9 carecure vss 
SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION The PRICE YOU SEE is the PRICE YOU PAY. We will be happy SCOTLAND 
pd ary permet a can semmoes Why Wait? You cde wang ate 1 Tot, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVENUE, 
LUXOR, GENSAT, DRAKE, REDIFFUSION, ROCKDALE by it on salle sem supped & stale by ICO. The HILLINGTON, GLASGOW 
Live satelite TV demonstration CALL NOW FOR DETAILS ae aot Telephone: 041-882 1715 — 24 hours 
Free site survey and advice CRADLEY HEATH (0384) 664 l Full Satellite Systems — 
GA. Evans (Aerial Systems) Ltd., (A. aiicion of AE AE Chapman and co Lid) IT COMES FROM OUTER SPACE Trade Enquiries welcome 


TELEPHONE WOKING (04862) 21911 


ASTRA-LINK 
BIT SATELLITE SYSTEMS re ite 
Sati PRICE BUSTERS 
MRD F cog — BASIC SYSTEM. £248 + VAT SYSTE M Ss 


See HS DEEN ECHOSTAR REMOTE SYSTEM DISTRIBUTOR AND INSTALLER OF 


‘All te full teed and fitted if 
sare, te ae 3 wee 00 tt VAT QUALITY SATELLITE COMPONENTS 


Signal House, Linton Road, Loose, Video Senders — Security Systems 


Maidstone, Kent ME15 OAS. 


TV VIDEO SATELLITE 


¢ SCOTSAT 


66 Woodmarket, 


Dishes 0.9 to 2.8m, 
complete systems 
10.9-12.7GHz, 4GHz. 
LNB's, demodulators, 
and all those accessories. 
Manufacturers and 
Distributors of high 
quality satellite TVRO equipment 
KESH ELECTRICS LTD. 
Main St., Kesh, Co. Fermanagh, N.I. 
Phone Kesh (03656) 31449 


NORTH WALES 


SCOTLAND/N 
MULTISAT (N/WALES) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE T.V. SYSTEMS 
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC 


Imtr ‘Sysena.. 
< Telephone for Price Lists. Are you ready for the revolution? In TV that is — via 


Free site survey and quotation Tel. 021-551 1452 0 4 6 460 
TELEPHONE (0634) 725588 83 66 

ee te | PORES 

.0.A. 

1.2mtr RSR50 Ri 3 re 

ELIF F if ike 1.2mtr SR4500 Echostar System 0.A. 

Nationwide Delivery and Installation. the Astra Satellite being launched in December — 

SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS Wiesner eae Wert: Beat the queue — Order now & book your free site 


Astra Systems.. 
i SATELLITES 
We will beat any prices. Mail Order Specialis' 
survey & demonstration. 


Tel: 0883 42808/40880 


Astra 101 eee Hood Wo Macr WR5 3ER h Luxor ia Coiicn fad 
FOO HOME (6 rp Tot: (9005) 9687607051907 @BASATELLITE coterham, Surey CR SPI 


SATELLITE INSTALLATION 
FROM £64.99 inc. VAT 


FREE SITE SURVEY 
DISCOUNTS FOR MAJOR RETAILERS ME T 
PHONE NOW FOR ADVICE AND PRICES SL A ' ERS 
COMPLETE SYSTEMS FROM £299.99 


MIDLAND SATELLITE SERVICES SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 


Here at Slaters we pride ourselyes on the highest quality 


33 MILL LANE ~ 
WOLVERHAMPTON WV11 1D0 equipment (we only deal with the best), and a personal 


KYSCAN piu which is uly geoo0d to none, ous esta ties yuh 
family business will take the mystery. out of satellite and 
SPECIALIST SATELLITE TV DISTRIBUTORS TO 0902-863831 sSiia paige gig Sreet ae niche hal 
THE TRADE (RETAIL. ENQUIRIES - WELCOME). 

Sera eT Ac| eee 

AVAILABLE INCLUDING COMPONENT PARTS. NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
CLAYTON PARK IND. ESTATE 
CLAYTON-LE-MOORS TEL: (0254) 32638 


Stockists for. 
DRAKE, ZETA, GENSAT AND PACE 


J. WILLIAMS 
32 High Street, Holywell, Ci 
Tel (0352) 711812 
EST. 1912 


BRIDGEND SATELLITE 
AND AERIAL SYSTEMS 


Complete coverage vith South Wales 


Dealers 
ZETA, DI: SKAPRESS, " SKYSCAN 
+ UNIDEN EQUIPMENT 
Basic systems installed from £580 ~ 
FREE DEMONSTRATIONS AT SHOWRO 
Complete service/re-siteing/re- a 
for further information: 
Tel. (0656) 


01-485 0011 


BRANCHES IN 
58B UNDERDOWN ROAD 79 NORTH ROAD 
SOUTHWICK LANCING 


HYNDBURN, LANCS, BBS 5JP FAX: (0254) Mats) 


WOLDS TELECOM 
SATELLITE INSTALLATIONS 
FULLY GUARANTEED 
MOST MAKES SUPPLIED 
SMATV — FREE SURVEYS 


SALES — RENTAL — SERVICE 
* 6 years satellite experience! 
& Free home demonstrations 
x Shop demonstrations daily 
— see 30 channels! 


HYTEK systems 


Entertainment from Outer Space 
at a down to Earth price. 


061 626 8486 


Head Office & Factory Showroom, 


Rd, Oidham, Lancashire OL418R 01-485 0011 


NOTTS — DERBY — LEICESTER 
LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS 
*COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 
FOR 18 YEARS 
0602 872096 
3 Buxton Avenue, Carlton, Nottingham 


SATELLITE 


SPECIAL OFFER — LUXOR 24” stereo TV with T/Text & 
90cm dish complete for £799! 


(oY «NE > 


(C. R. TUBES) LTD., 34 CHURCH STREET, EASTBOURNE, 
EAST SUSSEX'BN21 1HS TEL: (0323) 33279 


CRADLEY 
(dion of AE Chapman and Co Li) 


20 < Standards Authority could have a 


busy year, not merely in terms of 
complaints of downgrading a 
competing satellite service, but as 
consumers think that the service has 
been ‘oversold’. 


There may be complaints that the 
neighbour's satellite dish has adverse 
effects on central heating, the 
weather, even the arrival of the 
postman. 

So far, though, marketing 
projections may well have been too 
limited. When BBC TV ran a series of 
late ‘night discussions on satellite TV 
during December, linking regional 
audiences to a London panel of 
experts and satellite TV 
entrepreneurs, the likely spread of 
consumer interest was noteworthy. 

A phone-in survey suggested that 
well over 50 per cent of callers were 
interested in securing a satellite dish. It 
must have been heartening since the 
British show no signs of wanting the 
abolition of the BBC or ITV, but are 
interested in securing additional, 
special-interest channels, as long as 
they do not cost too much. 

It may be that an initial interest in 
satellite TV will itself be translated into 
better technical quality TV, high 
definition: and true stereo, and digital 
broadcasting, rather than merely 
more. 


The . atellite 


Dealers Directory 


DEALERS — TO PARTICIPATE CONTACT ANDREW COTTINGHAM ON 01-485 0011 


WARWICKSHIRE 


SATELLITE AND AERIAL SYSTEMS — 
ASTRA SATELLITE SYSTEMS 
— £259 Remote Control 


ALLATION EXTRA 


INST, | 

TRADE ENQUIRIES felripas DISTRIBUTOR) WELCOMED 
HOP/SHOWROOM: 

41 RUSSELL STREET, LEAMINGTON SPA. TELEPHONE 338151 


| WORCESTERSHIRE 


THE SATELLITE COMPANY 


HEATH (0384) 66497 * 


WORCESTERSHIRE 


RAM-TRONICS 


SATELLITE SUPERSTORE 
Satellite T.V. from £199.00 
We talk to you in plain English 


Call: 
0793 616667 


Unit 7, Bootstrap Enterprise, 
Great Western Centre, Rodbourne Rd., 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2AA. 


YORKSHIRE 


The question of quality is one that satellite 
ods TV provokes. 
BS is in any case a vast array of 
possibilities for areas such as relaxing material on entertainment, 


movie and sports channels. 

Years ago, when video recorders 
were making their hesitant 
appearance in retail stores, a shop 
proprietor advised me that ‘people 
entertainment, and so little, say, on could never have enough television, 
the kind of teleconferencing already even if they didn’t have time to see all 
taken for granted in the US. of it. 

Maybe BSB will capitalise on this The secret, he explained, was in 
wider interest in satellite services — devising programmes that were 
certainly, many companies in Britain more ‘unswitchoffable’ than others. 
have indicated interest in developing He was, however, a cynic. 
this area of technology. When | asked him about quality on 

For those in marketing, as in television, he squinted at me and 
planning, the buzz word has to be sniffed, ‘if | wanted quality, I'd go to 
quality, even if, quite properly, there the art gallery and find a Van 


will be plenty of undemanding, Gogh’ @ 


education, business, medicine, 
research and industry. 

From the early 1980s, it has, on the 
whole, been regrettable that so much 
emphasis has been placed on 


VIDEO PROJECTORS AND 
WIDE SCREEN T.V.’s 
(Screens 3ft-20ft wide) 
ALL LEADING MAKES SUPPLIED’ AND 
INSTALLED, NATIONWIDE DELIVERY AND 


SERVICE. FULL INFORMATION FROM: WE’LL POINT YOU IN 

woke JH. Roche & Co. Ltd, THE RIGHT DIRE es 

Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. Q startrak baal 
be retin 93 SATELLITE T.V. LIMITED Soe A 


(0753) 841500 


@9 Longreach ) 


SATELLITE TV DISTRIBUTORS 


Longreach Marketing Limited 
Riverside Business Park, 
Lower Bristol Road, 

Bath, Avon BA2 3DW. 


G. A. EVANS (AERIAL SYSTEMS) LTD., 
Maidstone (0622) 44144/26630 


SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION 
all major brand names professionally installed 


Kents official MEGASAT agent 
LUXOR, GENSAT, DRAKE, REDIFFUSION, ROCKDALE 
Visit our extensive showroom for live satellite TV demonstation. 


Installations for Domestic Systems. Club, Pub, Disco, Hotels, 
SMATV Systems etc. 


Tel: (0225) 316257 


Communal Aerial 
and 
Satellite Systems 


YOUR SATELLITE CENTRE IN THE SOUTH EAST 
Free site survey and advice 


ICOTORTISION 


lorcester’s origi ite compa The Satellite Specialist in West. Yorkshire . 
Gan ahi pe eras pol tk “We do the lot from start to finish : iH i naar gpa rae ag nt ME15 
Satellite shop now open in Astwood Road. Easy Terms our Speciality” Signal House, Linton Road, Loose, Maidstone, Ke OAS. 


TEL WAKEFIELD 


FN 0924 290014 = 


0905 52831 
06846 3540 


e 


01-485 0011 
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EUROSAT 


DISTRIBUTION LTD. 


THE NEXT DIMENSION... NOW! 


WE BUILD OUR SYSTEMS TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. OUR PRODUCT-RANGE IS 

FROM ONLY THE VERY BEST MANUFACTURERS. WE SIMPLY OFFER THE FINEST 
STATE-OF-THE-ART TECHNOLOGY. ALONG WITH AN AFTER-SALES-POLICY 
TO MATCH. OUR PRODUCTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. QUALITY 
ALWAYS DOES. WHERE WE CAN GAIN AN EDGE OVER OUR 
COMPETITORS IS WITH OUR *GUARANTEED 
LOWEST-PRICE PLEDGE. 


OUR *‘NO-QUIBBLE,”’ 
IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT OF ANY 
FAULTY COMPONENT(S)-POLICY, AND AN 
AFTER-SALES SERVICE THAT TREATS YOU AS IF 
YOU WERE STILL TO MAKE YOUR PURCHASE. UNLESS WE 
HAVE LEFT SOMETHING OUT IN OUR ENTHUSIASM, YOU WOULD 
HAVE TO ADMIT THIS LEAVES VERY LITTLE ON OFFER ELSEWHERE, FOR 

WHILE OTHERS TALK ‘‘QUALITY,’’ EUROSAT PUTS IT IN WRITING. 


# ANY PRICE ON ANY COMPONENT MATCHED OR BEATEN ON THE SPOT. 


! EUROSAT-Future Compatible Systems | 


THE CHALLENGE WAS OURS, SO THE CHOICE COULD BE YOURS 


EUROSAT 
DISTRIBUTION LTD. 


Unit 52, Park Royal Business Centre, 


9/17 Park Royal Road, London NW 10 7LQ Access 
Tel: 01-961 3638 Fax: 01-961 7313 Telex: 917009 PARKBC ak 
Paris Office Tel: (1) 60145013 Fax: (1) 60104116 Telex: 600062F 


